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Introduction 

 

International human rights law deals with the protection of individuals and groups against violations of 

their internationally guaranteed rights and with the promotion of these rights. (Buergenthal, et al., 

International Human Rights in a Nutshell, ch. 1).  International humanitarian law has been defined as the 

human rights component of the law of armed conflict (Buergenthal, supra) and will be discussed in 

detail in a separate section of this guide. 

 

The historical bases for modern human rights law are found in earlier legal principles and institutions: 

humanitarian intervention (use of force by a state or states to stop maltreatment by another state of its 

own nationals); state responsibility for injuries to aliens; protection of minorities; and international 

humanitarian law. 

 

Modern human rights law dates from the founding of the International Red Cross following the Battle of 

Solferino in 1859 and was further developed by the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 and the 

League of Nations Mandates and Minorities Systems.  Near the end of World War II, the United Nations 

Charter set out the basic human rights obligations of the UN and member states. The Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, drawn up as a UN General Assembly resolution in 1948, serves as an 

inspiration for the work of human rights organizations and tribunals.  

 

Since modern international human rights law is treaty-based, the United Nations bodies and other 

international entities that have promulgated human rights treaties are important sources of information 

and their publications and online resources are good places for beginning research. 

 

Sources in this guide are available at the Law Library with a few at the Main Library; online to 

University of Iowa patrons, in the case of some databases; or through the internet.  

Bibliographies and Research Guides 

 

Harms, Gertrude.  Selected U.N. Resources and Research Tools: Overview and Search Tips for Legal 

Research. http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/UN_Resources_Research_Tools.pdf 

Hoffman, Marci. ASIL Guide to Electronic Resources for International Law: Human Rights. 

American Society for International Law. http://www.asil.org/resource/humrts1.htm 

Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs: Information Resources. (Columbia University Libraries, 

Lehman Social Sciences Library) http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/lehman/guides/human.html 

http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/UN_Resources_Research_Tools.pdf
http://www.asil.org/resource/humrts1.htm
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/lehman/guides/human.html
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Human Rights Law Research Guide (Georgetown Law Library) 

 http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/intl/guides/HumanRightsLaw.cfm  

Louis-Jacques, Lyonette.  Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Bibliography and Research Guide. 

Human Rights Program, Center for International Studies, University of Chicago. 

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/~llou/humanrights.html 

Mills, Grace M.  International Human Rights Research Guide. 

 http://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/Human_Rights1.htm  

O’Donnell, Patrick S.  Human Rights Law: A Basic Bibliography.  Department of Philosophy, Santa 

Barbara City College, 2006. http://prawfsblawg.blogs.com/prawfsblawg/files/human_rights_law.doc 

Tashbook, Linda.  Researching the United Nations: Finding the Organization’s Internal Resource  

 Trails. http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/United_Nations_Research1.htm 

United Nations Documentation: Research Guide on Human Rights (Dag Hammarskjöld Library, UN)  

http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/spechr.htm  

United Nations Human Rights Bibliography. http://www.un.org/rights/HRToday/hrbiblio.htm 

Weissbrodt, David, and Marci Hoffman.  Selected Human Rights Instruments and Bibliography for 

Research on International Human Rights Law, 3rd ed., Supplement to International Human Rights: 

Law, Policy and Process, 3
rd

 ed. (2001). Law K3240.4 .N42 2001.  

Inter-governmental Organizations (IGOs) 

 

See other sections of this guide such as “Treaties and Basic Documents,” “Reports on Human Rights 

Conditions,” “Case Reports”, and “Databases” for more IGO resources. 

United Nations 

Official Web Site Locator:  http://www.unsystem.org/en/frames.alphabetic.index.en.htm 

 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) http://www.ohchr.org/  

Charter-Based Bodies (derive authority from the UN Charter; broad human rights 

mandates; unlimited audience) 

 Human Rights Council (replaced the Commission on Human Rights in March 2006) 

  http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/ 

Subcommission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (formerly  

Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities) - 

undertakes studies on human rights issues, makes recommendations concerning the 

prevention of discrimination relating to human rights and fundamental freedoms and the 

protection of racial, national, religious and linguistic minorities. 

http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/subcom/index.htm 

Treaty-Based Bodies (derive existence and mandates from a specific legal instrument 

such as the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; audience is countries that have 

ratified the instrument; see links at http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/) 

   Committee Against Torture (CAT) 

   Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) 

   Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 

   Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 

Committee on Migrant Workers (CMW) 

http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/intl/guides/HumanRightsLaw.cfm
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/~llou/humanrights.html
http://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/Human_Rights1.htm
http://prawfsblawg.blogs.com/prawfsblawg/files/human_rights_law.doc
http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/United_Nations_Research1.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/spechr.htm
http://www.un.org/rights/HRToday/hrbiblio.htm
http://www.unsystem.org/en/frames.alphabetic.index.en.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/subcom/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/
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   Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

Human Rights Committee (CCPR; established under the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights) 

   Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) http://www.unhcr.ch/ 

International Labour Organization (ILO) 

http://www.ilo.org/global/lang-en/index.htm 

 

NOTE: Other UN bodies and agencies are also concerned with human rights - see a list at 

http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/. For more information on researching the UN role and actions 

regarding  human rights, see United Nations Documentation: Research Guide on Human Rights. 

http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/spechr.htm. 

Council of Europe 

http://www.coe.int/ 

 

“...the Council of Europe seeks to develop throughout Europe common and democratic principles based 

on the European Convention on Human Rights [Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms] and other reference texts on the protection of individuals.” http://www.coe.int/ 

 Commissioner for Human Rights - an independent institution within the Council of Europe, 

mandated to promote the awareness of and respect for human rights in Council of Europe 

member states. 

 

Committee of Ministers - the Council of Europe's decision-making body, made up of the 

Foreign Affairs Ministers of all the member states or their permanent representatives.  National 

and Europe-wide approaches to problems facing European society are discussed. In collaboration 

with the Parliamentary Assembly, it is the guardian of the Council's fundamental values, and 

monitors member states' compliance with their undertakings. 

 

The European Court of Human Rights - The Court, in its present form, was brought into being 

in November 1998. Previously, the European Commission on Human Rights screened 

applications, but this task is now carried out by the Court. Any Contracting State or individual 

claiming to be a victim of a violation of the European Convention may lodge an application with 

the Court alleging a breach by a Contracting State of one of the Convention rights. 

African Union (successor to the Organization of African Unity) 

 

For more information on these and other AU bodies, go to http://www.africa-union.org/ 

 

 African Commission on Human and People’s Rights http://www.achpr.org/ 

The Commission is charged with interpreting all provisions of the African Charter on Human 

and Peoples' Rights (Banjul Charter) at the request of a State Party, an institution of the African 

Union or an African organization recognized by the African Union. 

 

African Court of Justice - The Court was seated in January 2006. The jurisdiction of the Court 

extends to all cases and disputes submitted to it concerning the interpretation and application of 

the African Charter and any other relevant human rights instrument ratified by the States 

http://www.unhcr.ch/
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang-en/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/
http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/spechr.htm
http://www.coe.int/
http://www.coe.int/
http://www.africa-union.org/
http://www.achpr.org/
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concerned. Cases may be submitted by the Commission; a State Party which had lodged a 

complaint to the Commission, against which a complaint had been lodged, or whose citizen is a 

victim of a human rights violation; or African Intergovernmental Organizations. 

Organization of American States 

http://www.oas.org/ 

 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights - an autonomous judicial institution of the 

Organization of American States established in 1979. Its objective is the application and 

interpretation of the American Convention on Human Rights and other human rights treaties 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights - an autonomous organ of the Organization of 

American States (OAS). It investigates individual petitions that allege human rights violations; 

observes and reports on the general human rights situation in member countries and specific 

situations; carries out studies on specific subjects; recommends human rights measures to the 

member States; requests States to adopt specific precautionary measures in urgent cases or that 

the Court order provisional measures; submits cases to the Inter-American Court and appears 

before the Court in litigation. 

Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

 

Amnesty International http://www.amnesty.org/ 

Human Rights Watch http://www.hrw.org/ 

Human Rights First http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/ 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) http://www.icrc.org/ 

 

Research Centers 

 

University of Iowa Center for Human Rights   http://international.uiowa.edu/centers/human-rights/ . 

This web site lists human rights organizations and other research centers under Resources and 

Publications>Human Rights Organizations. 

 

University of Minnesota Human Rights Library   http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/    Houses one of the 

largest collections of core human rights documents. The site also provides access to more than four 

thousands links by document source, organization, and topic, and a unique search device for multiple 

human rights sites.  

Reference Works 

 

Condé, H. Victor.  A Handbook of International Human Rights Terminology, 2nd ed., 2004. K3239.3 

.C66 2004 

Encyclopedia of Human Rights, 2
nd

 ed. 1996.  Reference JC571 .E67 1996. 

Osmanczyk, Edmund. Encyclopedia of the United Nations and International Agreements, 3
rd

 ed. 2003. 

Reference JX1977 .O8213 2003 

http://www.oas.org/
http://www.corteidh.or.cr/
http://www.cidh.oas.org/DefaultE.htm
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.icrc.org/
http://international.uiowa.edu/centers/human-rights/
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/lawform.html
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Viale, Cédric. Lexicon of Human Rights=Les Définitions des Droits de l’Homme, 2008.  Reference 

K3239.6 .V53 2008 

Legal Treatises and Restatements 

 

Buergenthal, Thomas. International Human Rights in a Nutshell, 3
rd

 ed., 2002.  K3240.4 .B68 2002; 

also on Reserve. 

Claude, Richard Pierre and Burns H. Weston, eds. Human Rights in the World Community: Issues and 

Action, 3rd ed., 2006. K3240.4 .H838 2006 

Hannum, Hurst, ed. Guide to International Human Rights Practice, 4
th

 ed., 2004. K3240.4 .G94 2004 

Henkin, Louis, et al. Human Rights, 2d ed., 2009 and 2001 documents supplement; casebook. K3240.4 

.H454 2099 

Martin, Francisco, et al., International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law: Treaties, Cases and 

Analysis, 2006. K3240 .I5788 2006 

Restatement of the Law 3rd, the Foreign Relations Law of the United States. Reserve KF4651 .A744 

1987, annual supplements, case citations; Westlaw, database REST-FOREL 

Journals and Other Periodicals 

(HO=HeinOnline database, http://heinonline.org) (UI Law access only) 

 

African Human Rights Law Journal. JX1 .A4; HO 

Amnesty International Online. See InfoHawk record for access. 

Asia-Pacific Journal on Human Rights and the Law. JX1 .A805; HO 

Australian Journal of Human Rights.  K1 .U748 

Buffalo Human Rights Law Review. JX1 .B833; HO 

Columbia Human Rights Law Review. K3 .O36; HO 

Derechos Humanos. JX9 .D475 

East European Human Rights Review. JX1. E372 

European Human Rights Law Review. JX1 .E938 

Global Journal on Human Rights Law. JX1 .G57 

Harvard Human Rights Journal. JX1 .H34; HO 

Health and Human Rights. JX1 .H42; see InfoHawk record for online access. 

Human Rights.  K8 .U526; ABA publication; HO. 

Human Rights & International Legal Discourse. [Law - in processing - paper and online] 

Human Rights in Development Yearbook. K3236.2 .H87; HO 

Human Rights Law Journal : HRLJ. JX1 .H854  

Human Rights Quarterly. JX1 .H856; HO 

Human Rights Review. JX1 .H859; see InfoHawk record for online access. 

Human Rights Watch. A. Main Library, no call number; http://hrw.org/doc/?t=africa  Covers Africa. 

Human Rights Watch. B. JC599.L3 H87 ; http://hrw.org/doc/?t=americas_pub Covers the Americas. 

Human Rights Watch. C.  Main Library, no call number; http://hrw.org/doc/?t=asia_pub Covers Asia. 

Human Rights Watch. D. JC599.E9 H875; http://hrw.org/doc/?t=europe_pub  Covers Europe and 

Central Asia. 

http://heinonline.org/
http://hrw.org/doc/?t=africa
http://hrw.org/doc/?t=americas_pub
http://hrw.org/doc/?t+asia
http://hrw.org/doc/?t=europe_pub
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Human Rights Watch. . JC599.M53 H86;  http://hrw.org/doc/?t=mideast_pub Covers the Middle East 

and Northern Africa. 

Human Rights Watch. G. JC599.U5 H76 http://hrw.org/doc/?t=usa_pub Covers the United States.  

International Journal of Children’s Rights. JX1 .I542; HO 

International Journal of Discrimination and the Law. JX1 .I5436 

International Journal of Human Rights. JX1 .I54425; see InfoHawk record for online access. 

International Journal on Minority and Group Rights. JX1 .I5513; HO 

Israel Yearbook on Human Rights. JX1 .I876 

Journal of Human Rights. JX1 .J6368 

Law & Ethics of Human Rights. http://www.bepress.com/lehr//all_issues.html (online only) 

Muslim World Journal of Human Rights (online only) http://www.bepress.com/mwjhr/  

Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights. JX1 .N487 

Northwestern University Journal of International Human Rights JIHR.  JX1 .N678;  

http://law.northwestern.edu/journal/jihr/ ; HO 

South African Journal on Human Rights. JX1 .S679; HO 

Yearbook of the United Nations.  JX1977.A37 Y4, most recent on Reference; 

http://libres.lib.uiowa.edu/govpubs/unyc/  

Yale Human Rights & Development Law Journal. JX1 .Y32; HO 

Yearbook of the International Commission of Jurists. K3236.3 .Y43 (2004 only issue published). 

Reports on Human Rights Conditions 

 

Amnesty International Report (annual). JC571 .A44a 

Human Rights Watch World Report (annual). JC571 .H84 

United States Dept of State.  Country Reports on Human Rights Practices (annual) 

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/ ; see InfoHawk for call numbers of reports before 1999. 

International Committee of the Red Cross.  Annual Report.  HV560 .R376; http://www.icrc.org 

UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees). The State of the World’s Refugees. 

 HV640 .S675; http://www.unhcr.org  

UNICEF, The State of the World’s Children.  HQ792.2 .S73; http://www.unicef.org/publications/  

Treaties and Other Basic Documents 

General 

Brownlie, Ian and Guy S. Goodwin-Gill, eds.  Basic Documents on Human Rights, 5
th

 ed., 2006.  K3238 

.A1 B76 2006 

EISIL (Electronic Information System for International Law). http://www.eisil.org/ 

Human Rights Documents.  1980-   . Law Audiovisual Microfiche 3120. Accompanied by printed guides  

to the collection. Contains documents from organizations worldwide, periodicals, and news items 

Human Rights - Multilaterals Project (Fletcher School, Tufts University).  

http://fletcher.tufts.edu/multi/humanRights.html 

Kavass, Igor I. and Jacqueline P. Granier, eds.  Human Rights, the Helsinki Accords, and the United 

States:  Selected Executive and Congressional Documents, 1982-    .  Law Audiovisual 

Microfiche 1142;  continued in print, K3240 .H86 1982.  

http://hrw.org/doc/?t=mideast_pub
http://hrw.org/doc/?t=usa_pub
http://www.bepress.com/lehr/all_issues.html
http://www.bepress.com/mwjhr/
http://law.northwestern.edu/journal/jihr/
http://libres.lib.uiowa.edu/govpubs/unyc/
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/
http://www.icrc.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unicef.org/publications/
http://www.eisil.org/
http://fletcher.tufts.edu/multi/humanRights.html
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University of Minnesota Human Rights Library  http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/  

Weston, Burns, ed.  International Law & World Order: Basic Instruments, 1994-   . JX68 .I496 1994 

Africa 

African Human Rights Documents (Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria)

 http://www.chr.up.ac.za/hr_docs/african/african.html 

Americas 

Basic Documents Pertaining to Human Rights in the Inter-American System: Updated to September 

2006. KDZ578.I5 A75 2006  

Organization of American States (includes documents of Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights). http://www.oas.org/DIL/treaties.htm  

Europe 

Council of Europe. European Convention on Human Rights: Collected Texts. KJC5132.A35 C68 

Council of Europe Treaties. http://conventions.coe.int/  

United Nations 

United Nations.  High Commissioner for Human Rights. Human Rights: A Compilation of International 

Instruments.  K3238 .H85 2002 

United Nations Documents (microfiche). Published by Readex; available in the AV Room (130); CD-

ROM index in the Reference area, Level 2; indexing and some full text links through AccessUN 

database. 

United Nations Official Documents database http://documents.un.org/  Coverage begins in 1993 with 

older documents continually added; resolutions of the General Assembly, Security Council, 

Economic and Social Council, and Trusteeship Council from 1946-current. 

United Nations Treaty Collection database  http://untreaty.un.org  

United Nations Treaty Series. JX170 .U35 http://proxy.lib.uiowa.edu/login?url=http://untreaty.un.org 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/lang/eng.htm; General Assembly 

Resolution 217 A, December 10, 1948  

http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/043/88/IMG/NR004388.pdf?OpenElem

ent; also in Yearbook of the United Nations and  United Nations Documents (microfiche). 

Case Reports 

General 

Butterworths Human Rights Cases (1996- ) K3239.23 .B88; also on LexisNexis 

Human Rights Cases (1960-  ) LexisNexis; summaries and transcripts of decisions of the European 

Court of Human Rights from 1960-  , Butterworths Human Rights Cases from 1996-  ; landmark 

decisions from international, European, and English courts and tribunals. 

International Human Rights Reports (1994- ) covers UN, Council of Europe, Inter-American Court of  

Human Rights.  K3236.2 .I59 

 Oxford Reports on International Human Rights Law.  Coverage is selective, going back to earliest cases 

of each court.  http://www.oxfordlawreports.com/  

http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/
http://www.chr.up.ac.za/hr_docs/african/african.html
http://www.oas.org/DIL/treaties.htm
http://conventions.coe.int/
http://documents.un.org/
http://untreaty.un.org/
http://proxy.lib.uiowa.edu/login?url=http://untreaty.un.org
http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/lang/eng.htm
http://www.oxfordlawreports.com/
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Africa 

African Human Rights Law Reports (2004- [library has 2000-2004] Contains decisions from the United 

Nations human rights treaty bodies, the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights, and 

domestic courts across Africa. KQC572 .A53A34 

Americas 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights. http://www.corteidh.or.cr/ Click on “Jurisprudence.” 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (1974- ). http://www.cidh.oas.org/casos.eng.htm 

Inter-American Yearbook on Human Rights. KDZ578 .I5A46 

Europe 

European Human Rights Reports (1979-   ) case law of the European Commission of Human Rights and 

European Court of Human Rights.  KJC5132 .A52E9; also on Westlaw 

European Commission of Human Rights.  Collection of Decisions (1960-1974) KJC5135 .A5C6 

European Commission of Human Rights.  Decisions and Reports (1975-2000) KJC5135 .A5D4 

European Court of Human Rights.  Publications of the European Court of Human Rights. Series A, 

Judgments and Decisions (1961-   ) KJC5132.A52 E88 (each case published separately). 

European Court of Human Rights. Reports of Judgments and Decisions (1996- ) KJC5132 

 .A52E8802 

HUDOC - database of the European Court of Human Rights.  http://www.echr.coe.int/, click on Case-

law. 

Yearbook of the European Convention on Human Rights (1955-  ). KJC5132 .A52Y4 

Human Rights Law Reports: UK Cases (2000- ).  KD4080 .A38H86 

UK Human Rights-All Reported Cases (Westlaw) HR-RPTS; decisions on human rights from European 

Union courts and domestic courts in the United Kingdom and other EU member states published 

in Human Rights Law Reports 1999-   ; decisions from the European Court of Human Rights and 

selected reports and decisions from the European Commission of Human Rights published in 

European Human Rights Reports 1960-   . 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights.  Series A: Judgements and Opinions KDZ579 .I48O57; Series 

B: Pleadings, Oral Arguments and Documents KDZ579.I48O6; Series C: Decisions and 

Judgments KF579.I48O7 (1987- ); Series D: Pleadings, Oral Arguments and Documents 

KDZ579 .I48O8;  (each case published separately with call number beginning as shown.) 

Databases 

 

AccessUN (UI access only) Index of UN documents; some links to full text 

Columbia International Affairs Online (CIAO)  Research in international affairs: working papers and 

occasional papers from universities, NGOs, and foundation-funded projects; and conference 

proceedings. 

European Union – Delegation of the European Commission to the USA.  A-Z Index of European Union 

Web Sites>Human Rights.  

http://www.delusa.ec.europa.eu/eu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=49&Itemid=

48 

http://www.corteidh.or.cr/
http://www.cidh.oas.org/casos.eng.htm
http://www.echr.coe.int/
http://infoweb.newsbank.com/
http://www.ciaonet.org/
http://www.delusa.ec.europa.eu/eu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=49&Itemid=48
http://www.delusa.ec.europa.eu/eu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=49&Itemid=48
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HUDOC Case law of the European Court of Human Rights, European Commission of Human Rights, 

and the Committee of Ministers. 

LexisNexis Statistical Universe (UI access only) Index to U.S. and international statistics sources; links 

to full text 

RefWorld  News items, legal and other documents on refugees world-wide, from the Office of the UN 

High Commissioner on Refugees. 

Treaties and International Agreements Online (TIARA) (UI Law access only) Texts of treaties ratified 

by the U.S. or in process of ratification. 

UNBIS  Catalog of UN documents and publications indexed by the UN and the UN Library in Geneva; 

some links to full text 

UN Charter-Bases Bodies Database  Documents of UN human rights bodies deriving authority from the 

UN Charter (see Inter-governmental Organizations) 

UN-I-QUE  Quick reference file at the UN Dag Hammarskjöld Library for finding document numbers, 

mostly of recurring UN publications 

United Nations Treaty Collection (UI Law access only) 

                           UN Treaty Bodies Database  Documents of UN human rights bodies under the authority of particular 

treaties (see “Inter-governmental Organizations”) 

World News Connection (UI access only) Items from non-U.S. media sources 

Indices 

 

Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals (UI Law access only) Indexes legal periodicals and essay collections 

published worldwide other than in the US, UK, Canada, and Australia; covers public and private 

international law, comparative law, and foreign law. 

PAIS International (UI access only) Index to articles and documents on public policy, social policy, and 

government affairs. 

            Index to Legal Periodicals (UI Law access only) Covers U.S., U.K. and Commonwealth countries; also 

in print on Index Table, Level 2, LexisNexis, Westlaw. 

LegalTrac (UI Law Access only)  Indexes law reviews, legal newspapers, bar association journals and 

U.S.-based international legal journals; also in LexisNexis as Legal Resources Index. 

Library of Congress Call Numbers 

(The first part of call numbers covering each subject is shown.) 

 

Political theory of human rights, general works - JC571 

Truth Commissions - JC580 (for history of truth commissions in specific countries, see the country in 

class D-F) 

Rights of the individual - JC585-599 

Refugees - K3230 .R45 

Comparative Law of Human Rights - K3236-K3240 

UN Commission on Human Rights - K3241 

Rights of particular groups - K3242-K3243 

http://www.echr.coe.int/ECHR/EN/Header/Case-Law/HUDOC/HUDOC+database/
http://web.lexis-nexis.com/statuniv
http://www.refworld.org/
http://www.oceanalaw.com/gateway/gateway.asp?ID=10
http://unbisnet.un.org/
http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/Documents?OpenFrameset
http://lib-unique.un.org/lib/unique.nsf
http://untreaty.un.org/
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf
http://wnc.dialog.com/
http://web5s.silverplatter.com/webspirs/start.ws?customer=lawschool&databases=IFLP
http://purl.lib.uiowa.edu/pais/
http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com/hww/shared/shared_main.jhtml?_requestid=53357
https://libproxy.law.uiowa.edu:2443/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/uiowa_law?db=LT
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International Humanitarian Law 

 

The relationship between international humanitarian law (IHL) and human rights law can be confusing. 

The two bodies of law intersect in some areas and complement each other.  IHL applies during armed 

conflict and is also known as the law of armed conflict; its focus is to protect the rights of wounded and 

sick combatants, POWs and civilians. Human rights law applies in war or peace but deals primarily with 

government violations of people’s civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. (See 

“Introduction to International Humanitarian Law.” http://www.redcross.org/services/)  

 

The literature of IHL sometimes refers to “Hague law,” which deals with the means and methods of 

warfare (what is and is not permitted). It is based primarily on the 1899 and 1907 Hague Conventions. 

“Geneva law” covers in detail treatment of the wounded, sick, prisoners of war, and civilians in time of 

war; its main treaties are the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the 1977 Additional Protocols.  The 

two areas of law are closely intertwined, particularly with the adoption of the 1977 protocols.   

 

Many other treaties and protocols address particular aspects of IHL such as the use of land mines.  The 

web site of the International Committee of the Red Cross has the texts of IHL treaties by topic. 

(http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/TOPICS?OpenView ) 

 

The United Nations Security Council has established ad hoc tribunals for the prosecution of war crimes 

in several areas of the world, beginning with the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 

Yugoslavia in 1993, and including tribunals for Rwanda and Sierra Leone. The Rome Statute of 1998 

(http://untreaty.un.org/cod/icc/index.html) established the International Criminal Court to prosecute 

crimes  including genocide, crimes against humanity (torture, sexual violence, slavery, among others), 

war crimes, and the crime of aggression.   

Web Sites and Databases 

 

Frederick K. Cox International Law Center War Crimes Research Portal, Case Western Reserve    

University School of Law.  http://law.case.edu/war-crimes-research-portal/. Includes Research 

Guide in International Humanitarian Law. 

International Committee of the Red Cross http://www.icrc.org/  News, texts and commentary. The IHL 

database  

has a current list of treaty signatures and ratifications and full text of reservations. The National 

Implementation database contains national laws, regulations, and case law on the implementation 

of humanitarian law. 

Iternational Criminal Court http://www.icc-cpi.int/home.html  Information about court procedure, news, 

situations and cases.  

International Humanitarian Law Research Initiative http://www.ihlresearch.org/ .  

Contains full-text documents on humanitarian law arranged by topic or region, including reports 

and analysis, legal instruments, resolutions and directives, and judicial decisions.  

http://www.redcross.org/services/
(http:/www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/TOPICS?OpenView
(http:/untreaty.un.org/cod/icc/index.html
http://law.case.edu/war-crimes-research-portal/
http://www.icrc.org/
http://www.icc-cpi.int/home.html
(http:/www.ihlresearch.org/
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University of Minnesota Human Rights Library -- Humanitarian Law of Armed Conflict 

http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/auoy.htm . Contains the full text of all four 1949 Geneva 

conventions and the two 1977 protocols, plus many other related instruments.  

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies http://www.ifrc.org/ .  

Current information on humanitarian issues around the world.. Contains the World Disasters 

Report and the Code of Conduct.  

ReliefWeb  http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf . Project of the United Nations Department of 

Humanitarian Affairs (DHA). Provides current information on humanitarian relief operations; 

reports related to population, migration, world emergencies and other topics. 

Library of Congress Call Numbers 

 

Humanitarian intervention (old #) - JX4481; (new #) - JZ6369 

Law of war and humanitarian law (old #s) - JX4505-JX5397; (new #s) KZ6378 - KZ6785 

Humanitarian aspects of war - JZ6530 

War crime trials - KZ1168-KZ1208 

Bibliographies, Research Guides, Periodicals, and Treatises 

 

Bibliography of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, 2nd ed., 1987. 

JX5136 .B53 1987 

Bouchet-Saulnier, Françoise.  The Practical Guide to Humanitarian Law, 2nd ed., 2007. KZ6471.B6813 

2007. 

The Handbook of International Humanitarian Law, edited by Dieter Fleck et al, 2d ed, 2007.  JX5136 

.H34 2007. 

International Humanitarian Law, edited by John Carey et al., 3 vols., 2003-2006.  KZ6471 .I5686 2003. 

International Review of the Red Cross. JX1 .R492. 

Kalshoven, Frits and Liesbeth Zegveld. Constraints on the Waging of War: An Introduction to 

International Humanitarian Law, 3
rd

 ed., 2001. JX4511 .K25 2001. 

Kim, Young Sok.  The Law of the International Criminal Court, 2007.  KZ6311 .K56 2007 

Mason, Elisa.  Guide to International Refugee Law Resources on the Web.  

http://www.llrx.com/features/refugee.htm 

Mason, Elisa.  Internally Displaced Persons: Guide to Legal Information Resources on the Web.  

http://www.llrx.com/features/internaldisplacment.htm  

Provost, René.  International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, 2002.  KZ6471 .P76 2002; 

paperback, 2005 

Schabas, William.  An Introduction to the International Criminal Court, 3
rd

 ed., 2007.  KZ6310 .S33 

2007 

Schabas, William.  The UN International Criminal Tribunals: the Former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and                                               

Sierra Leone, 2006.  KZ1203 .A12S34 2006. 
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