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Research Guides and Bibliographies 

 

Abraham, Henry J.,  “Biographies, Autobiographies, and Related Works of and by Justices of the 

Supreme Court of the United States,” in The Judicial Process : An Introductory Analysis of the 

Courts of the United States, England, and France, 5
th

 ed., 1986, at page 469. Law Library K2100 

.A27 1985. 

 

Bader, William D. and Mersky, Roy M., “Selected Bibliography - Biography and 

Autobiography: The Justices and Their Ideas,” in The First One Hundred Eight Justices, 2004, at 

page 131.  Law Library KF8741 .A152 2004 

 

Duffy, Jill, and Lambert, Elizabeth, “Researching the Supreme Court of the United States,”     

http://www.supremecourthistory.org/06_research/06.html  

 

“Entertaining Supreme Court Literature.” (Dorraine Zief Law Library, University of San 

Francisco) http://www.usfca.edu/law_library/supread.html  

 

Partin, Gail, “The Supreme Court: Research Guide and Bibliography, ” 2003. See links to current 

justices and selected former justices. http://www.dsl.psu.edu/library/lrr/guides/supct/index.html  

 

Ray, Laura Krugman, “Lives of the Justices: Supreme Court Autobiographies,” 37 Connecticut 

Law Review 233 (2004-2005). 

 

Collected Works - Multiple Justices 

 

Borgen, Christopher J., ed., “A Decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind...” : Selected 

Speeches by Justices of the U.S. Supreme Court on Foreign and International Law, 2007.  Law 

Library KF4581 .D43 2007 

 

Westin, Alan, ed., An Autobiography of the Supreme Court: Off-the-Bench Commentary by the 

Justices, 1978, c1963.  Law Library KF8742 .A5W48 1963r (reprint) 

 

Westin, Alan, ed., The Supreme Court: Views from Inside, 1961. Law Library KF8742 .A5W4 

 

http://www.supremecourthistory.org/06_research/06.html
http://www.usfca.edu/law_library/supread.html
http://www.dsl.psu.edu/library/lrr/guides/supct/index.html


Papers 

 

Library of Congress Manuscript Division  http://www.loc.gov/rr/mss/mss_abt.html  

The Manuscript Division houses the nation's largest collection of papers of chief justices and 

associate justices.  Judicial papers contain materials that range from diaries and family 

correspondence to scrapbooks of newspaper clippings and memoranda. Selected documents are 

available digitally through the American Memory Project,  

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mcchtml/polihm.html . Finding aids for all collections are at 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/mss/f-aids/mssfa.html#s . 

 

Holman, Mark, Online Finding Aids to the Papers of Supreme Court Justices. 

http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/vlibrary/spct/justices.html  

 

Wigdor, Alexandra K., The Personal Papers of the Supreme Court Justices: A Descriptive 

Guide.  Bibliography: p. 21-27.  Law Office KF8744 .W55 1986   

 

Wonders, Peter, Directory of Manuscript Collections Related to Federal Judges, 1789-1997.  

Law Library Microfiche JU 13.14:M31; also at Federal Judicial Center web site:  

http://www.fjc.gov/   under Publications and Videos. 

 

The Louis Dembitz Brandeis Papers. Law Library Microfilm 505; copies of guide with 

microfilm and Law Library KF8745.B67 A42 1985  

 

The Salmon P. Chase Papers.  Law Library E415.6 .C48 1993  

 

The Felix Frankfurter Papers.  Law Library Microfilm 503; copies of guide with microfilm and 

Law Library KF8745.F7 A4 1986  

 

The Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Papers.  Law Library Microfilm 504; copies of guide with 

microfilm and Law Library KF8745.H6 A42 1985  

 

Papers of Supreme Court Justices. Earl Warren. Law Library Microfilm 538 

 

Biographical Sources 

 

Almanac of the Federal Judiciary, vol. 2.  Law Reference KF8700 .A19A44, current.  

Superseded volumes are in the Law Library general collection. 

 

The American Bench.  1977- . Biographical sketches of individual justices sometimes cite their 

writings. Law Library KF8700.A19 A47, latest on Reference. 

 

Friedman, Leon, compiler, The Justices of the United States Supreme Court, 1789-1969, Their 

Lives and Major Opinions. 5 vols.  Law Library KF8744 .F75 

 

Hall, Timothy L., Supreme Court Justices: A Biographical Dictionary, 2001.  Law Library 

KF8744 .H35 2001. Contains a bibliography of materials by and about the justices. 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/mss/mss_abt.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mcchtml/polihm.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/mss/f-aids/mssfa.html#s
http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/vlibrary/spct/justices.html
http://www.fjc.gov/


 

Urofsky, Melvin, ed., The Supreme Court Justices: A Biographical Dictionary, 1994.  Law 

Reference KF8744 .S859 1994 

 

Urofsky, Melvin, Biographical Encyclopedia of the Supreme Court: The Lives and Legal 

Philosophies of the Justices, 2006.  Law Library KF8744 .B56 2006 

 

Databases 

 

America: History and Life  

Focuses on the history and culture of the United States and Canada from prehistory to the 

present. Indexes and abstracts journal articles, and indexes book reviews, dissertations, and other 

materials published since 1954.  

 

ArchivesUSA  

Indexes the holdings of archival repositories and primary source collections in the United States.  

  

Bibliography of Early American Law (BEAL)  

A finding aid for locating resources that discuss American law and American legal development 

since the beginning of American history through 1860. The Law Library also has the seven 

volume print version of this title at KF1 .C58 1998. 

 

C19, The Nineteenth Century Index  

Indexes books, articles, and archival materials by integrating several indexes including the 

Nineteenth Century Short Title Catalogue, The Wellesley Index, Poole's Index, and Periodicals 

Index Online. 

 

HeinOnline 

The Supreme Court Library contains biographies of chief justices and some associate justices; 

selected writings of Justice Joseph Story. The Law Journal Library has the text of articles about 

and by the justices. The Legal Classics Library, a full-text collection, may be searched or 

browsed by author, including, for example, justices Joseph Story, Louis Brandeis, and Benjamin 

N. Cardozo. 

 

Index to Legal Periodicals 

Indexes legal journals from 1908- .  Links to full text of many of the articles. 

 

ISI Web of Knowledge 

Indexes journal articles in the sciences, social sciences, and arts and humanities. 

 

JSTOR 

Provides full text access to selected scholarly journals in history, economics, political science, 

philosophy, mathematics, and other fields of the humanities and social sciences; does not include 

issues for the most recent 3 to 5 years.  

 

 



Legal Trac 

Indexes law reviews, legal newspapers, bar association journals, and international legal journals. 

It also covers law-related articles from business and general interest titles.  

 

LexisNexis - Search the Journals and Periodicals files. (Available to law students, faculty, and 

staff only) 

 

LexisNexis Congressional 

Indexing and some full text of confirmation hearings, which list works of Supreme Court 

nominees. 

 

Making of Modern Law Digital Archive: Legal Treatises 1800-1926  

A collection of digitized casebooks, local practice manuals, books on legal form, works for lay 

readers, pamphlets, letters, and speeches from Great Britain, Ireland, and the United States. 

Contains works of notable treatise-writing justices such as Joseph Story. 

 

19
th

 Century Masterfile 

Indexes books, articles, U.S. patents, and governmental publications prior to 1925. It includes the 

Index to Legal Periodical Literature 1786 - 1922. 

 

PAIS 

Indexes journal articles, books, government documents, research reports, and other literature 

relevant to political science and public affairs.  

 

Westlaw - Search the Journals and Law Reviews file (JLR). (Available to law students, faculty, 

and staff only) 

 

WorldCat 

Combined catalog of many U.S. and foreign libraries.  Search by author to identify books, 

monographs, collected works, and documents written by justices. 

 

Periodicals 

 

Supreme Court Historical Society. Yearbook.   1976-1989. Law Library KF8741.A15 S87  

 

Journal of Supreme Court History : Yearbook of the Supreme Court Historical Society. 1990-

1995  Law Library KF8741.A15 S87  

 

Journal of Supreme Court History. 1996-   . Law Library KF8741.A15 S87; 

http://proxy.lib.uiowa.edu/login?url=http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/loi/jsch      

 

Catalog Subject Headings 

 

United States. Supreme Court -- Officials and employees -- Biography  

United States. Supreme Court -- Biography 

United States. Supreme Court -- Bibliography 



Judges -- United States -- Biography  

Judges -- United States -- Correspondence, reminiscences, etc  

 

Use the justice’s name as a subject heading, e.g.: “Taney, Roger Brooke” to find works about 

him/her that may list or discuss writings. 
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