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This pathfinder is intended to help researchers with questions relating to the history of Iowa’s 
laws, legal institutions, lawmakers, and lawyers. It includes resources for studying the history of 
legal education in Iowa, particularly the University of Iowa College of Law. It also includes a 
discussion of how to compile a legislative history for an Iowa statute. 

General Iowa History Sources 

Libraries 
 
State Historical Society of Iowa Libraries - Iowa City and Des Moines 

Catalog: http://infohawk.uiowa.edu/F?func=file&file_name=find-b&local_base=iow06 
Holdings of these libraries are also included in the InfoHawk Catalog.  Only a small 
percentage of holdings are shown in the online catalog.  For information on services and 
hours, go to http://www.iowahistory.org/library/index.html. 

http://infohawk.uiowa.edu/F?func=file&file_name=find-b&local_base=iow06�
http://www.iowahistory.org/library/index.html�
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University of Iowa Libraries Special Collections and Archives, Main Library: 
 http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/spec-coll/ 

The University Archives include papers and correspondence from the College of Law as 
well as the University’s student newspapers, which can shed light on Law School events. 
Among the collections of historical papers are those of many Iowa political leaders and 
groups, lawyers, and judges. Some records for Special Collections are in the InfoHawk 
catalog, while others are available in the Special Collections area. 

Bibliographies 
 
Dawson, Patricia and David Hudson. Iowa History and Culture : A Bibliography of Materials 
Published Between 1952 and 1986. Law Library Reference Desk  Z1283 .D38 1989 
 
Dawson, Patricia. “Iowa History and Culture : A Bibliography of Materials Published from 1987 
Through 1991,” in 52 Annals of Iowa  nos. 2, 3, 4 (1993).  Law Library K1 .N624; photocopy at 
Law Library Reference Desk. 
 
Petersen, William John. Iowa History Reference Guide, 1952. Law Library Z1283 .P46 1952 

County Histories 
 
The University and State Historical Society Libraries have a series of histories of Iowa Counties 
written in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, many of which have been reprinted. These may be 
useful for finding biographical information on local officeholders and attorneys. For example: 

History of Johnson County, Iowa, Containing a History of the County, and Its Townships, 
Cities and Villages from 1836 to 1882. Together with Biographical Sketches... 
Reproduction of 1883 ed. Law Library F627.J6 H6 1973 

Selected county histories are available online through a collection at Iowa State University: 
http://ddr.lib.drake.edu/cdm4/browse.php?CISOROOT=/isu-ch 

Books 
 
Gue, Benjamin F. History of Iowa from the Earliest Times to the Beginning of the Twentieth 
Century,1903. Law Library F621 .G92 
 
Sage, Leland L. A History of Iowa, 1974. Law Library F621 .S15 
 
Shambaugh, Benjamin F. The Old Stone Capitol Remembers, 1939.Law Library F629.I6 S53 
 
Wall, Joseph Frazier. Iowa : A Bicentennial History, 1978. Law Library F621 .W17 1978 

http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/spec-coll/�
http://ddr.lib.drake.edu/cdm4/browse.php?CISOROOT=/isu-ch�
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Iowa Legal Histories 
 
Acton, Richard, Lord and Patricia N. Acton. To Go Free : A Treasury of Iowa’s Legal Heritage, 
1995. Law Library KFI4278 .A26 1995 
 
Osgood, Russell K. “Law in Early Iowa: One Adventure,” in Adventures of the Law : 
Proceedings of the Sixteenth British Legal History Conference, Dublin, 2003, at 246.   Law 
Library K555.B7 A38 2003   Notable cases and legal issues in Iowa Territory and the state, 1838-
1860.  

Indices, Research Guides, and Databases 
 
Edwards, John. Iowa Legal Research Guide, 2003. Law Library KFI4275 .E339 2003, copies in 
Core Collection (Level Two), Reference, and Reserve. 
 
Hanson, David, “Iowa Territory Legal Materials,” in 1 Prestatehood Legal Materials: A Fifty-
State Research Guide, at 387 - 408 (2005).  Law Library KF240 .P688 2005, also in Law 
Reference. 
 
HeinOnline. Back issues of legal periodicals and historical legal treatises. 
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/library/database_list.php  
 
Index to Legal Periodicals - Retrospective (1908 - 1981) and Current (1981 - ) 
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/library/database_list.php  
 
The Making of Modern Law: Legal Treatises 1800 - 1926.  
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/library/database_list.php.  Treatises on Iowa law; speeches and 
teaching materials by University of Iowa College of Law faculty. 

Periodicals 
 
Annals of Iowa, series 3. 1893- . Law Library K1 .N624  Articles on Iowa history. 
Iowa Heritage Illustrated. 1996- . Law Library F616 .P16 
The Iowa Historical Record. 1885-1902. Main Library  
Iowa Journal of History and Politics. 1903 - 1948.  Law Library K9 .O834 
Iowa Journal of History. 1949 - 1961.  Law Library K9 .O834 
Iowa Law Review. 1915 -. (title varies: vol 1-10, Iowa Law Bulletin) Law Library K9 .O88; 

HeinOnline. The Iowa Law Review has published indices for every 10 volumes, shelved 
with the law review. 

Iowa Lawyer. 1990 - . Law Library KF200 .I6. News and practice articles about and for the Iowa 
bar. 

Law Bulletin of the State University of Iowa. 1891 - 1901. Law Rare Books K12 .A929. Faculty-
edited law review. 

http://www.law.uiowa.edu/library/database_list.php�
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/library/database_list.php�
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/library/database_list.php.�
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News Bulletin (Iowa State Bar Association). 1940 - 1990. Law Library KF200 .I6. News about 
and for the Iowa bar. 

The Palimpsest. 1920-1995. Law Library F616 .P16. Articles on Iowa history. 

Government in General 
 
The Territorial Papers of the United States: The Territory of Iowa, 1838 - 1846 : (a microfilm 
supplement). Law Audiovisual Microfilm 474 
 
Iowa Official Register. 1887 - . (Title varies. Not published 2000-2004.) Directory and 
biographies of state government officials; information about state agencies; historical lists of 
officials. Law Library JK6330 .A381; http://publications.iowa.gov/ (includes Official Registers 
and lists of legislators 1860  - .) 

Constitutions 
 
NOTE: MOML=Making of Modern Law - see “INDICES...” above. 
 
Briggs, John Ely, “A History of the Constitutions of Iowa,” in 1 Iowa Code Annotated (1949), 
pp. 1-32. Law Library KFI4230 1946 .A44  
 
Constitution of the State of Iowa, with History and Amendments, 1990 . Law Library KFI4601 
1857 .A38; Law Audiovisual Microfiche S446 7: C758 
 
The Debates of the Constitutional Convention of the State of Iowa, Assembled at Iowa City, 
Monday, January 19, 1857. Law Rare Book KFI4601 1857 .A222; Law Library KFI4601 1857 
.A222 
 
Erbe, Carl Herman.  Studies in the Constitution of Iowa, 1925. Law Library JK6325 1925 .E8; 
MOML 
 
James, James Alton. Constitution and Admission of Iowa into the Union, 1900. Law Library 
HJ2360 .T37 no. 7; Law Audiovisual Microfiche 509; MOML 
 
Journal of the Constitutional Convention of the State of Iowa, in Session at Iowa City, from the 
Nineteenth Day of January, A.D., One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-seven, to the Fifth 
Day of March..., 1857. Law Rare Book KFI4601 1857 .A22; Law Library KFI4601 1857 .A22 
 
Journal of the Convention for the Formation of a Constitution for the State of Iowa, Begun and 
Held at Iowa City, on the First Monday of October, Eighteen Hundred and Forty-four; Published 
by Authority, 1845. Law Rare Book KFI4601 1845 .A2; Law Library KFI4601 1845 .A2 
 
Shambaugh, Benjamin Franklin. The Constitutions of Iowa, 1934. Law Rare Book KFI4601.5 
.S5; Law Library KFI4601.5 .S5 

http://publications.iowa.gov/�
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Shambaugh, Benjamin Franklin, ed. Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional 
Conventions of 1844 and 1846 : Along with Press Comments and Other Materials on the 
Constitutions of 1844 and 1846, 1900. Law Library JK6325 1846 .A2 
 
Stark, Jack. The Iowa State Constitution : A Reference Guide, 1998.Law Library KFI4601 
1857.A6 S73 1998; Law Reference KFI4601 1857.A6 S73 1998 
 
State Historical Society of Iowa. Proceedings of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Constitution of 
Iowa, Held under the Auspices of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1907. Law Library F621 
.I64; MOML 

Legislature and Legislation 

About 
 
Briggs, John Ely, “History and Organization of the Legislature in Iowa,” in 3 Applied History 1-
135 (1916). Law Library HC107 .I7A6  
 
Briggs, John Ely. History of Social Legislation in Iowa, 1915. Law Library HN79.I8 B65 
 
How a Bill Becomes a Law. http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Pubinfo/bill2law.htm and 
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Pubinfo/Chart.gif 
 
Iowa General Assembly. Official Directory of the Legislature (title varies). Law Library JK 6330 
.A261; Law Reference (latest) JK 6330 .A261; http://www.legis.state.ia.us/ . See earlier editions 
in the Law Library, Main Library, and State Historical Society Libraries under various call 
numbers beginning with JK 6330.  
 
Loth, Alan, “An Outline of Iowa Codes, Compilations and Revisions,” in 3 Iowa Code Annotated 
(1949) 129 - 145; reprinted in vol. 3 (1967), pp. vii-xxviii. Law Library KFI4230 1946 .A44 
 
McClain, Emlin, “The Iowa Codes,” 1 Iowa Law Bulletin 3 (1915). 
 
Pimsleur, Meira G. Checklists of Basic American Legal Publications, 1962 - . Law Reference 
KF1 .P5 Lists of published codes and session laws. 
 
Pollock, Ivan Lester. History of Economic Legislation in Iowa, 1918.Law Library KFI4430 .P6 
 
Powell, Clifford, “History of the Codes of Iowa Law,” Iowa Journal of History vol. 9 (1911), pp. 
493-527; vol.10 (1911), pp. 3-69, 311-362; vol.11 (1912), pp. 166-220, 364-443; vol.12 (1913), 
pp. 17-33. 
 

http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Pubinfo/bill2law.htm�
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Pubinfo/Chart.gif�
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/�
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State Historical Society of Iowa, Applied History Series, 1912-1930, 6 vols. v. 1: road legislation, 
regulation of urban utilities, primary elections, corrupt  practices legislation, work accident 
indemnity, tax administration; v. 2: reorganization of state government, home rule, direct 
legislation, selection and removal of public officials, civil service, child labor legislation, welfare 
legislation; v. 3: “Statute Law-Making in Iowa;” v. 4: “County Government and Administration in 
Iowa;” v. 5, 6: “Municipal Government and Administration in Iowa..” Law Library HC107 .I7A6 
 
Stork, Frank J. The Iowa General Assembly, Our Legislative Heritage, 1846 - 1980. Law 
Reference JK6366 .S6; Law Library JK6366 .S6 
 
Stork, Frank J. Lawmaking in Iowa: System and Structure, 1980. Law Library JK6371 .S6; Law 
Reference JK6371 .S6 

Primary Sources 
 
Code of Iowa (title varies). Law Library KFI4227 - KFI4230; also in Law Rare Books. 
 
Iowa Code Annotated.  1946 - . Law Library Core Level 2 and Level 3 KFI4230 1946 .A44  
 
Iowa General Assembly. Acts and Joint Resolutions (title varies). Law Library KFI4225 .A2 
 
The Iowa General Assembly - Archives (1995 or 1996 - session before the current). Iowa 
legislative bills and amendments, Codes of Iowa, Senate and House Journals, lists of Senate and 
House members and committees, committee briefings, other legislative documents. 
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Archives.html  
 
Iowa General Assembly. Interim Study Reports (title varies), 1960  - . Studies of selected 
proposed legislation. Law Library KFI 4220 .L4; Law Audiovisual Microfiche A 3 10:S941; Iowa 
Legislative Heritage Digital Collections http://www.legis.state.ia.us/heritage/index.htm 
 
Iowa General Assembly. House of Representatives. House Journal.  1846 -  . Law Library 
KFI4218 .I6 yr c 
 
Iowa General Assembly. Senate. Senate Journal. 1846 - . Law Library KFI4218 .I6 yr b 
 
The Iowa General Assembly web site. http://www.legis.state.ia.us/  
 
Iowa Legislative Heritage Digital Collections.  Iowa Official Register, 1860-2000; bills, 1953 -; 
interim committee reports, 1956- ; legislation 1953  - http://www.legis.state.ia.us/heritage/index.htm 
 
Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1839 - 1845 (title varies). Law Library KFI4225 .A19(1, etc.). 
 
Session Laws of American States and Territories Prior to 1900. (Set includes all states and 
territories). Law Library Microfiche 266 

http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Archives.html�
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/heritage/index.htm�
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/�
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/heritage/index.htm�
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State Session Laws, 1900 - . (Set includes all states). Law Library Microfiche 266 
  
Iowa. General Assembly. Senate. Iowa Senate Bills.1925 - (some years missing 1920's - 
1930's).Law Library KFI4206 .I6 date b; Law Audiovisual Microfiche A5 2: 
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Pubinfo/Chart.gif 
 
Iowa. General Assembly. House of Representatives. Iowa House Bills. 1925-    (some years 
missing 1920's-1930's). Law Library KFI4206 .I6 date c; Law Audiovisual A4 2:  

Legislative History 
 
Compiling the legislative history of a statute through finding documents related to a bill’s 
introduction and passage is a process that may be used by lawyers and judges to determine the 
legislative intent behind the bill.  Documents may be difficult to find or may not provide much 
information as to the purpose and interpretation of the bill. The resources available vary by time 
period. 
 
The following chapter is useful for legislative history research on statutes dating back as far as the 
early 20th Century: 
 
Smith, Alison Werner, “Legislative History,” in Iowa Legal Research Guide, at 43 (2003). Law 
Library KFI4275 .E339 2003 
 
The ultimate source of Iowa legislative history information is the Legislative Services Agency, 
formerly the Legislative Service Bureau. The Agency provides legal and legislative research to the 
legislature and drafts bills and amendments. Through the Legislative Information Office, members 
of the public can obtain the original text of a bill, amendments to it, and the final text, along with 
information on its status, such as whether it passed into law; which committees are studying/have 
studied it; and names of sponsors in the legislature. The LIO also has any interim committee 
reports associated with a bill. You may reach them at (515) 281-5129 or lioinfo@legis.state.ia.us. 
 
The Iowa General Assembly web site, which allows you to track current legislation, also provides 
information on older bills in its archives at http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Archives.html and the Iowa 
Legislative Heritage Digital Collections http://www.legis.state.ia.us/heritage/index.htm . See the 
descriptions under “LEGISLATURE AND LEGISLATION - Primary Sources” above. 
 
Legislative history research may be performed at the Law Library through use of these print 
resources described above: Code of Iowa or Iowa Code Annotated, Iowa Acts, House and Senate 
Journals, Iowa House and Senate Bills, and Interim Study Reports. The procedures described 
below can also be used in the equivalent online resources where available. 
 
It will be necessary to have the number of the bill that you are researching, such as SF 2432, a 
Senate bill, or HF 2691,  a House bill.  Bill numbers are reused for every two-year General 

http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Pubinfo/Chart.gif�
mailto:lioinfo@legis.state.ia.us�
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Archives.html�
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/heritage/index.htm�
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Assembly session. You may have this from a news item or other source. For bills that have passed 
into law, you can start with the Code of Iowa. If you do not  know the code section of a statute, 
you can use the subject index to the Code. Under the text of the code section, you will see 
citations to previous code years that contained it and to the Iowa Acts chapters and sections that 
created or amended it. The Iowa Code Annotated goes back farther in history in including the 
Iowa Acts citations, in its “Historical Notes,” than the official, unannotated code does. These 
notes may also show specifically what language or numbering was changed. You can now go to 
the given year and chapter of the Iowa Acts, where the bill number is listed under its title. 
 
With the bill number, you can find amendments and sponsors in the House and/or Senate Journal, 
which have bill history indexes showing dates and pages.  The journals do not show any 
discussion by the legislators so can only indirectly be used to find legislative intent by following 
language that is added or removed and noting bill sponsors for contacting if applicable. 
 
You can check the appropriate year volume of the Interim Study Reports to see if a committee 
worked on it and submitted a report.  The reports are usually brief.  You can look at the bill as it 
was presented to the legislators, collected in Iowa House and Senate Bills.  Many of these contain 
multiple versions of a bill and amendments.  The original version of a bill has an “Explanation” at 
the end, usually a paragraph or two, which may aid in finding legislative intent. These resources 
are not available for 19th- and early 20th-century legislation, for which you can track the history 
but would need to rely on news or other contemporary commentary to learn about intent. 

Courts – State and Federal 

About 
 
Ebersole, Ezra Christian, ed. The Courts and Legal Profession of Iowa, 1907. Law Rare Book 
JK6381 .E2; Law Library JK6381 .E2 
  
Harris, K. David and Ewert, Dave M., “Judicial System. I. History of Iowa’s Courts,” in Iowa 
Legal Research Guide, at 65-68 (2003). Law Library KFI4275 .E339 2003 
 
“Iowa Courts History.” 
http://www.judicial.state.ia.us/public_information/iowa_courts_history/index.asp.  Includes brief 
biographies of Iowa Supreme Court justices and interviews with justices and federal judges. 
 
Lundy, E.H. During the Circuit Courts, 1944.  Law Library KFI 4278 .L86 1944 
 
Margolin, Frank J. History of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Iowa, 
1882-1987, 1987. Law Library KFI4278 .M25 1987 
 
Mills, George. No One Is Above the Law : The Story of Southern Iowa’s Federal Court, 1994. 
Law Library KFI4278 .M55 1994 
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Peterson, Richard W. Iowa Federal and State Courts : Yesterday - Today - Tomorrow, 1995. 
Law Library KFI4710 .P48 1995  
 
Wennerstrum, Charles F., “Historical Development of the Judicial System in Iowa,” in 40 Iowa 
Code Annotated ( 1950), at 73-107. Law Library KF4230 1946 .A44 

Primary Sources 
 
Iowa. Supreme Court. Reports of Cases at Law and in Equity Determined by the Supreme Court 
of the State of Iowa. 1839-1968. (Title varies. Commonly known as Iowa Reports.) KFI4245 .A2; 
.A4C6 (some years) 
 
Northwestern Reporter. 1879-1942. North Western Reporter, 2d series. 1942 -  . Cases reported 
in the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals (1977 - ) of Iowa and surrounding states. 
Law Core Collection (Levels 2 and 3) KF135 .N7  
 
Iowa Digest. 1839-   . Summaries of points of law in cases published in Iowa Reports and North 
Western Reporter, as well as Iowa cases decided in the Supreme Court of the United States, 
Circuit Courts, U.S. Court of Appeals, and federal District Courts. Law Core Collection (Level 
Two) KFI4257 .I68, also Level 3 stacks. 
 
Iowa. Supreme Court. Records and Briefs for Cases Before the Supreme Court of Iowa. 1858-    
. (title varies: Abstracts and Arguments   -1967).  Arranged by Iowa Reports volume until 1968, 
then by North Western Reporter volume. Law Library KFI4245 .A26 (shelved Level G). 

Administrative Agencies 
 
Iowa Administrative Bulletin. 1978 -  . Rules and proposed rules, notices of administrative 
agencies; executive orders. Law Library KFI4236 .I67; Law Audiovisual Microfiche A3AR 7: 
A238 -; http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Rules/Current/Bulletin/ (Sept. 24, 1997 -  ) 
 
Iowa Administrative Code. 1975 - . Rules of administrative agencies. Law Library KFI4235 1975 
.A22 ; http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IAC.html  
 
Iowa Departmental Rules. 1952-1973. KFI4235 yr .A3  
 
Iowa. Governor (Hughes). Executive Order[s] .1964 - 1968. Law Oversize KFI4234.A2 H8  
 
Iowa. Governor (Ray). 1979-1981. Administrative Rules Executive Order[s]. Law Oversize 
KFI4234.A2 R31; Law Audiovisual Microfiche G721 3: R263/A- 
 
Iowa. Governor (Ray). Executive order[s]. Law Library has no.36-no.41. Law Library Oversize 
KFI4234 .A2R3; Law Audiovisual Microfiche G721 3: R263 
 

http://www.legis.state.ia.us/Rules/Current/Bulletin/�
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IAC.html�
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NOTE: Executive orders are also published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin. 
 
Iowa. Legislative Documents. Reports of state departments and officials submitted to the General 
Assembly. 1857 - 1931. Law Library KFI42240 .I55 

Legal Education 

University of Iowa College of Law 
 
NOTE: Short reports about law school activities were sometimes published in the Iowa Law 
Review.  Dean Mason Ladd’s “Report of the Dean of the Iowa Law School to the Bar” appeared 
regularly throughout his administration. 
 
The University Archives in Special Collections at the Main Library has papers of the Law School 
under Record Group 14: College of Law, including files for deans, faculty, students, the library, 
programs, and publications.  Go to http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/spec-coll/archives/guides/RG14.02.htm to 
access that collection's online finding aid, which also shows related files. Some faculty papers are 
in separate individual collections. 
 
Boyd, Willard L., “Judging the Iowa Law School,” 75 Iowa Law Review 819 (1989 - 1990). The 
Iowa Law Review as proof of the quality of the law school. 
 
Boyd, Willard L. and Bezanson, Randall P., “Ninety Years of the Iowa Law Review: The 
Personalities, Policies, and Events that Shaped an Enduring Tradition in Iowa Legal Education,” 
91 Iowa Law Review 1 (2005-2006). 
 
Frost, Iris. Women and Legal Education at the University of Iowa 1873-1943, 1997. Law Library 
KF287 .F76 1997 
 
Hansen, Millard W., “The Early History of the College of Law, State University of Iowa: 1865 - 
1884,” 30 Iowa Law Review 31 (1944-1945). 
 
Hines, N. William, “Introductory Remarks on the Dedication of the Boyd Law Building,” 72 Iowa 
Law Review 1171 (1986 - 1987). 
 
Hines, N. William, “The Iowa Law Review: A Tradition of Excellence,” 75 Iowa Law Review 821 
(1989 - 1990). 
 
Ladd, Mason, “The Iowa Law Review: Maturity of Fifty Years,”50 Iowa Law Review 5 (1964 - 
1965). 
 
McClain, Emlin, “Law Department of the State University of Iowa,” 1 Green Bag 374 (1889). 
 

http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/spec-coll/archives/guides/RG14.02.htm�
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Moylan, Helen S., “A Manuscript Record of the Early Days of the Iowa Law School,” 22 Iowa 
Law Review 108 (1936). 
 
Nelson, Mary Ann, “University of Iowa College of Law. A. History of the Law School,” in  
Iowa Legal Research Guide, at 493 (2003). Law Library KFI4275 .E339 2003 
 
Opheim, Teresa, “Portias of the Prairie : Early Women Graduates of the University Law 
Department,” 67 The Palimpsest, no.1 (Jan./Feb. 1986) 28-36.Law Library F616 .P16 
 
Perkins, Rollin M, “The Story of the Iowa Law School,” 15 Iowa Law Review 257 (1930). 
 
Rossman, Kenneth R, “History of the College of Law of the State University of Iowa: 1881 - 
1922,  Part I. Administration of Chancellor McClain,” 32 Iowa Law Review 463 (1946 - 1947). 
 
Rossman, Kenneth R, “History of the College of Law of the State University of Iowa: 1881-1922, 
Part II. Administration of Dean Gregory,” 32 Iowa Law Review 463 (1946-1947). 
 
State University of Iowa College of Law, Announcement (title varies), 1866  - 1980. Catalogue of 
courses, admissions information, and other information about the law school.  Some years are 
bound with other law school programs or bulletins. Law Library and Law Rare Books KF270 
.I6A5 
 
University of Iowa. College of Law. Alumni Directory, 1961 (1866 - 1961), 1971, 1984, 1993, 
2002. Law Library KF292.I6 A5184; Law Reference KF292.I6 A5184 

Drake University Law School 
 
Sulzbach, Deborah E., “Drake University Law School. A. A History of the Law School,” in Iowa 
Legal Research Guide, at 489 (2003). Law Library KFI4275 .E339 2003 

Iowa Wesleyan University 
 
Hayes, Edward  R., “Pioneer Iowa Law School–Iowa Wesleyan University,” 10 Drake Law 
Review 105 (1961). 
 

Biographies and Directories 
 
NOTES: The papers of a number of lawyers and judges may be found in the State Historical 
Society Library of Iowa collections in Iowa City and Des Moines, as well as the Special 
Collections area of the University of Iowa Main Library. See the InfoHawk catalog or ask for 
assistance from librarians since not all records are online. 
 



 12 

Biographies of College of Law faculty are often included in memorials in the Iowa Law Review.  
Only selected faculty biographies are included here. 
 
The American Law List. Library has: 1912-1914, 1930. Law Library KF190 .A48 
 
The Bench and Bar of Iowa, 1901. Law Rare Book KF 354 .I6B4; Law Audiovisual Microfiche 
652. Illustrated with engravings. 
 
Bordwell, Percy, “Wiley Rutledge,” 35 Iowa Law Review 1 (1949 - 1950). 
 
Faupel, Wayne A. and C. Edwin Moore, eds. Justices of the Supreme Court of Iowa, 1988.  
Update of the 1945 work by Frederick Faville. Law Library KF 354 .I6F38 1988; Law Reference 
KF 354 .I6F38 1988  
 
Ferren, John M. Salt of the Earth, Conscience of the Court: The Story of Justice Wiley Rutledge, 
2004. Law Library KF 8745 .R87F47 2004. NOTE: Justice Rutledge served as Dean of the Iowa 
law school from 1935 to 1939. 
 
Hubbell’s Legal Directory. Library has: 1872, 1885. Law Library KF190 .H83 
 
The Iowa Legal Directory. 1933-  (some gaps in library holdings). Law Library KF192.I6 I6  
 
Livingston, John A., The Law Register; Comprising the Lawyers in the United States: the State 
Record; Containing the State and County Officers, the Organization, Jurisdiction, and Terms of 
the Courts for Every State, 1850-1868 (library has selected years). Law Library KF190 .L5 
 
Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory, 187 -  . (some gaps in library holdings.  Formed by the 
merger of Martindale’s American Law Directory and Hubbell’s Legal Directory.) Law Library 
KF190 .M3 
 
McClain, Emlin, “William Gardiner Hammond,” in 8 Great American Lawyers, at 191-237 (1907-
1909). Law Library KF353 .L677. Hammond was a founder and the first chancellor of the Iowa 
Law School, a position equivalent to dean. 
 
“[Mr. Justice Rutledge]”; special issue of the Iowa Law Review, volume 35, number 4 (1950), 
with several memorials and other articles about Justice Rutledge and lists of his opinions and 
other writings. 
 
Parvin, Theodore S. The Early Bar of Iowa, 1894. Law Library KF 332 .I643; Law Audiovisual 
Microfiche 509 #5303; MOML 
 
Stiles, Edward H. Recollections and Sketches of Notable Lawyers and Public Men of Early Iowa 
Belonging to the First and Second Generations, with Anecdotes and Incidents Illustrative of the 
Times, 1916. Law Library KF 354 .I6S8; MOML 
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Wambaugh, Eugene, “Emlin McClain,” 1 Iowa Law Bulletin 157 (1915). McClain was Chancellor 
of the law school, a Justice of the Iowa Supreme Court, and author/editor of annotated codes and 
case digests. 
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