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Education

B.S.B.A., 1968, Northwestern University
J.D., summa cum laude, 1971, University of Iowa College of Law

Academic and Professional Experience

1970-71, Editor-in-Chief, Iowa Law Review
1971-72, Law Clerk to Judge Roger Robb, United States Court of Appeals for the District of 

Columbia Circuit
1972-73, Law Clerk to Justice Harry A. Blackmun, United States Supreme Court
1973-76, Assistant Professor of Law, University of Iowa College of Law
1976-79, Associate Professor of Law, University of Iowa College of Law
1976-77, Assistant to the President, University of Iowa
1979-88, Professor of Law, University of Iowa College of Law
1979-84, Vice President for Finance and University Services, University of Iowa
1988-94, Dean, Washington and Lee University School of Law
1994-96  Professor of Law, Washington and Lee University School of Law
1994-95  Visiting Professor of Law, University of Iowa College of Law
1996-98  Professor of Law, University of Iowa
1998- 06 Charles E. Floete Distinguished Professor of Law, University of Iowa
2004       Visiting Scholar, Univ. Arizona Law School
2006-      David H. Vernon Professor of Law



Professional Memberships and Community Organizations

Professional:
American Bar Association
Iowa Bar Association
Virginia State Bar Association (member, 1988-96)
Member, Board of Governors, Section on the Education of Lawyers, Virginia State Bar 

Association, 1993-95
Member, Iowa Supreme Court Advisory Council, 1973-76
Commissioner, National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, 1983-88 

Member, Drafting Committee on the Uniform Status of Children of Assisted
Reproduction Act

Member, Review Committee on Model Health Records and Privacy Act
Member, Drafting Committee on Rights of the Terminally Ill Act
Reporter, Uniform Rights of the Terminally Ill Act
Reporter, Uniform Rights of the Terminally Ill Act Amendments (1989)
Reporter, Uniform Correction or Clarification of Defamation Act (1993)

Member, Order of the Coif 
Member, Beta Alpha Psi Honorary
Fellow, American Bar Foundation
Member (ex officio), American Law Institute, 1988-94
Hon. Member, Omicron Delta Kappa, 1992- ;Washington & Lee University 
Fellow, Open Society Institute, New York

Community:
President, Iowa City Public Library Board of Trustees, 1977-80
Member, Iowa City Public Library Foundation Board, 1980-88
President, Iowa City Public Library Foundation Board, 1987-88
Co-chair, Iowa City Public Library Endowment Campaign, 1986-88
Member, Steering Committee, Hancher Auditorium Endowment Campaign, 1984-87
Member, Campus Campaign Committee, University of Iowa Endowment 2000
Member, Executive Council of the Hawkeye Area Boy Scouts, 1978-86
President, Rockbridge County Public Library Foundation Board of Directors, 1991-94;

member, 1991-94; 1995-97

University Boards, Committees, and Awards

Member, President's Advisory Committee, Washington & Lee University (1988-94)
Member, University of Iowa Faculty Senate 1978-79
Member, Editorial Board, University of Iowa Press 1978-79
Recipient, Murray Award, University of Iowa, 1971
Member, University of Iowa Research Foundation Board, 1979-84



Member, Board in Control of Athletics, 1984-88 (University of Iowa)
Chair, University of Iowa Library Automation Oversight Committee, 1986-88
Recipient, 1987 Burlington Northern Award for Outstanding Teaching, University of  Iowa
Co-recipient, Society of Professional Journalists, Sigma Delta Chi, National  Research Award,

 1988
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  Related Works:

Resolving Libel Cases Out of Court, 71 Judicature 197 (1988) (with Wissler,
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Involuntary Treatment of the Mentally Ill in Iowa:  The 1975 Legislation, 61 Iowa Law Review
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Model Human Reproductive Technologies and Surrogacy Act, 72 Iowa Law Review 943 (1987)



(consultant/professor with S. Kurtz, statute drafted in special seminar, Iowa Law School
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Uniform Defamation Act, with comments, tent. committee draft, Feb. 1992; National Conference 
of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws (Reporter).

Uniform Rights of the Terminally Ill Act, with comments, adopted August 1985, National 
Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, ___ Uniform Laws ___ (Chicago 
1986).

Uniform Rights of the Terminally Ill Act (1989), (extending original 1985 Act) adopted Aug.
 1989, NCCUSL, with Comments, ____ Uniform Laws ____ (1989).

An Act Relating to Hospitalization of the Mentally Ill, Ch. 229, 66th G.A. of Iowa, 1st Sess. §§
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Free Speech, Art, and the Flag, Free Speech and Art Program, U. Of Iowa School of Art, Old
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With Newspaper Cuts Come New Libel Concerns, Editor & Publisher, Nov. 30, 2005 (with
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Faith-Based Initiatives and the Religion Guarantees, presented to faculty-staff colloquium, May 7,
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The Privacy Matrix, speech presented at the Specialists’ Meeting on Prostate Cancer Geocoding,:
Assessing Fitness for Use, sponsored by the UI College of Public Health and Center for
Health Policy and Research supported by grants from CDC\ASPH, March 31- April 1, 2004,
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Taking Stock from Directors: GE Sets a Corporate Standard, with Cranberg, Op Ed, Herald-
Tribune, Sarasota, Fla, January 26, 2003.

Stock Options are a Corrupting Allure (Enron), Op. Ed., Des Moines Register, p. 7A, Feb. 12,
2002 (with G. Cranberg).

Faith-Based Charities and the First Amendment, CLE presentation for “Iowa Nonprofit
Corporations” program, Iowa Law School & Iowa Nonprofit Resource Center, Oct. 19, 2001.

First Amendment Limits on Public Support for Private Social Services by Religious
Organizations, panel presentation, public program on faith-based services, Department of
Religion, University of Iowa, May 7, 2001.

The Theory and Practice of Free Speech, dialogue conducted with honors seminar, College of
Communication, Ball State University, Jan. 25, 2002.

Profits and Press Freedom, Iowa Advocate 22 (Fall/Winter 2001).
Neutral Reportage Reconsidered, panel discussion, Amer. Bar Association Forum on

Communications Law Annual Conference, Boca Raton, Fla, Feb 15, 2002.
The Structure of Press Freedom: Independence and Exemption, delivered at Northwestern

University April 7, 2000, in program of the Northwestern University Center for the Advanced
Study of Free Expression.

Impeachment Deja Vu, Iowa Advocate, Fall/Winter 1998, at 28-36, with R. Clinton.
Means and Ends and Food Lion, speech presented in Thrower Symposium on Media and Law at

Emory Law School, February 1998 (15 pp.), published in Iowa Advocate, Summer/Fall 1998.
The Atomization of News, paper presented at Univ. Of Illinois, Urbana/Champagne, 

in Symposium, “The Hutchins Commission 50 Years Later: Freedom and/or Responsibility of
the Press,” Oct. 10-12, 1997 (12 pp).

Speech Selection Judgments: The Puzzle of Editorial Freedom, Presented to School of Journalism
and Mass Communication, University of Iowa, Ph.D Seminar, April 9, 1997.

Commercial Speech and the First Amendment, presentation and panel discussion, symposium on 
Commercial Speech, The Thomas Jefferson Institutute on Freedom of Expression (University
of Virginia), Hollins College, Nov. 1995.

  Why Newspapers Should Support the Uniform Correction or Clarification of Defamation Act,
 presented to the annual meeting of the American Society of Newspaper Editors (ASNE),

Washington, D.C., March 1994.
The Uniform Correction or Clarification of Defamation Act, presented to the Torts and 

Insurance Practice Section, American Bar Ass'n Midyear Meeting, Feb. 5, 1994.
The Dark Side of New York Times v. Sullivan, News, Inc., March 1992.
The Case for Libel Reform, speech presented to the Defamation and Privacy Section, 

Association of American Law Schools, Annual Meeting, Jan. 1992.
Is Legislative Reform of Libel Law Appropriate?, Libel Defense Resource Center Midyear 

Meeting (Wash., D.C., Sept. 26, 1991).
The Future First Amendment, Iowa Bar Association Annual Meeting, Symposium on Bill of 



Rights (June 1991).
Privacy and Personality, A Response to Robert Post, Case Western Reserve College of Law 

(Nov. 1990).
The Right to Privacy Revisited, paper presented at Symposium on the Right to Privacy 100 

Years after Warren & Brandeis, Univ. of California, Berkeley, 1990.
"The Bonfires of Our Vanities":  Reflections on Ideology, Humanity, and Tolerance,   

Commencement Speech, University of Iowa Law School, May 1988.
Punitive Damages:  Muzzled Press?, New York Times, 1988, with G. Cranberg  (Op-ed. June

13, 1988, p. 23).
The Legal Issues Surrounding AIDS Testing, AIDS Seminar, University of Iowa College of Law

 (1988).
The Senate's Role in the Confirmation Process:  Misbehavior Past and Present, Drake 

University, November 19, 1987.
Means and Ends and Mr. Bork, guest editorial, Des Moines Register (October 8, 1987).
Alternatives to Litigation, presented at the 1987 Libel Defense Resource Center Conference,

 Denver, Colorado, August 1987.
Resolving Libel Disputes Out of Court, presented to the Media Law Conference of  the Florida

 Bar Association, Tampa, Florida, February 1987.
Straight Talk About Libel and the Press, delivered to the Iowa Press Association, October 

1986, and the Wisconsin Press Association, November 1986, published Iowa Advocate, vol
25, at 49 (F/W 1987).

Libel, Slander and Related Torts, University of Iowa College of Law, Continuing  Education
 Program, September 1986.
 The Ethics of Libel, Iowa Humanities Lecture, May 1, 1986.

Libel Law and the Press:  Setting the Record Straight, 1985 Silha Lecture, University of
Minnesota (May 1985).

The Iowa Life-Sustaining Procedures Act, College of Nursing, Continuing Education Program,
 March 1986.

The Living Will in Iowa, Continuing Legal Education, November 1985.
Treatment of the Terminally Ill, Iowa Humanities Board Lecture, May 1985.
On the Justifications for Civil Commitment, presented to the Iowa Psychiatric Association, 1975.
The Strength of Humility, Honors Speech, Washington High School, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 1984.
The Library Trustee as Advocate, Iowa Library Association Annual Meeting, November 1983;

 Wisconsin Library Association Annual Meeting, May, 1985; in XXII Iowa Library Quarterly
2 (1984).

Hoover's Appointments to the Court, unpublished paper presented at Hoover Library 
Conference, Iowa City, 1974.

The First Amendment Religion Dilemma, paper presented to Iowa Humanities Conference,
 November 1978.

 Watergate:  Constitutional Thresholds, (Bezanson & Clinton) 22 Iowa Alumni Review #2, at
 10 (1974).
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