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Todd E. Pettys 

University of Iowa College of Law 

Boyd Law Building 

Iowa City, IA  52242-1113 

(319) 335-6814 (office) 

(319) 688-9771 (home) 

Education University of North Carolina School of Law:  Juris Doctor with Highest Honors, 

May 1995. 

· Class Rank:  1/232. 

· Editor-in-Chief, North Carolina Law Review. 

· Chancellor’s Scholar (full-tuition merit scholarship). 

· Am. Jur. Awards:  Criminal Law, Evidence, and Legal Research and Writing. 

· James E. and Carolyn B. Davis Honorary Society. 

· Order of the Coif. 

Seattle Pacific University:  Bachelor of Arts (philosophy), summa cum laude, June 

1988. 

· University Scholar, 1984-1988. 

· Faculty Award, 1987-1988. 

Employment University of Iowa College of Law, Iowa City, IA:  Professor of Law (2004 to 

present) and Associate Professor of Law (1999-2004). 

· Teach Constitutional Law, Evidence, Federal Courts, Postconviction 

Remedies, and Supreme Court Adjudication. 

· Bouma Fellow in Trial Law (2007 to present); Lauridsen Family Fellow 

(2005-2007). 

· Winner, Collegiate Teaching Award (2001). 

· Co-Founder and Co-Chair (with Professor Herb Hovenkamp) of the Iowa 

Legal Studies Workshop (2008 to present). 

· Faculty Advisor, Iowa Law Review (2001-2007). 

· Faculty Advisor, Middle Eastern Law Students Association (2007 to present). 

· Member, University of Iowa Faculty Senate (2003-2006). 

· Member, Non-Resident Fee Review Committee, University of Iowa (2008-

present). 

· College of Law committee assignments:  Post-Tenure Peer Review 

Committee (2007 to present); Speakers and Professional Development Committee 

(2006 to present; Chair, 2006-2007); Promotion and Tenure Committee for Professor 

Angela Onwuachi-Willig (Chair, 2006-2007); Diversity Committee (2006-2007); 

Faculty Appointments Committee (2005-2006); Curriculum and Externship 

Approvals Committee (2005-2006); Curriculum Policy Committee (Co-Chair, 2004-

2005); Teaching Improvement Committee (2003-2005); Dean Search Committee 

(2003-2004); Small-Section Committee (2001-2002); Career Services Committee 

(1999-2002); Internal Procedures Committee (1999-2001). 

University of North Carolina School of Law, Chapel Hill, NC (Spring and Summer 
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2003, with the summer term spent at the University of Sydney Faculty of Law in 

Sydney, Australia):  Visiting Associate Professor of Law. 

· Taught Constitutional Law and Comparative Evidence. 

Perkins Coie, Seattle, WA (1996-1999):  General Litigation Associate. 

United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, Judge Francis D. 

Murnaghan, Jr., Baltimore, MD (1995-1996):  Judicial Clerk. 

Duke University, Capital Campaign for the Arts & Sciences, Durham, NC:  

Assistant Director (1990-1992), Public Relations Specialist (1990), and Staff Writer 

(1989-1990). 

· Wrote major gift proposals, publications, letters, speeches, and reports for a 

$200 million endowment campaign. 

Articles The Myth of the Written Constitution (in progress). 

Popular Constitutionalism and Relaxing the Dead Hand: Can the People Be 

Trusted?, 86 WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW ___ (forthcoming December 

2008). 

The Immoral Application of Exclusionary Rules, 2008 WISCONSIN LAW REVIEW 463 

(50 pages). 

State Habeas Relief for Federal Extrajudicial Detainees, 92 MINNESOTA LAW 

REVIEW 265 (2007) (58 pages). 

The Emotional Juror, 76 FORDHAM LAW REVIEW 1609 (2007) (32 pages). 

Killing Roger Coleman:  Habeas, Finality, and the Innocence Gap, 48 WILLIAM & 

MARY LAW REVIEW 2313 (2007) (50 pages). 

Choosing a Chief Justice:  Presidential Prerogative or a Job for the Court?, 22 

JOURNAL OF LAW & POLITICS 231 (2006) (51 pages). 

Our Anti-Competitive Patriotism, 39 U.C. DAVIS LAW REVIEW 1353 (2006) (61 

pages). 

The Mobility Paradox, 92 GEORGETOWN LAW JOURNAL 481 (2004) (41 pages). 

Competing for the People’s Affection: Federalism’s Forgotten Marketplace, 56 

VANDERBILT LAW REVIEW 329 (2003) (64 pages). 

Federal Habeas Relief and the New Tolerance for “Reasonably Erroneous” 

Applications of Federal Law, 63 OHIO STATE LAW JOURNAL 731 (2002) (67 pages). 

Evidentiary Relevance, Morally Reasonable Verdicts, and Jury Nullification, 86 

IOWA LAW REVIEW 467 (2001) (65 pages). 

The Intended Relationship Between Section 1983’s “Laws” and Administrative 
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Regulations, 67 GEORGE WASHINGTON LAW REVIEW 51 (1998) (49 pages). 
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Professional 

Affiliations 

Laissez Faire, in ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

(forthcoming 2008). 

Habeas Corpus: A Modern History, in ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 

(2007). 

Coleman v. Thompson, in ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES (2007). 

 

Making the Government Pay: The Application of the Equal Access to Justice Act in 

EEOC v. Clay Printing Company, 72 NORTH CAROLINA LAW REVIEW 1575 (1994) 

(22 pages). 

Punishing Offensive Conduct on University Campuses: Iota Xi Chapter of Sigma Chi 

Fraternity v. George Mason University, 72 NORTH CAROLINA LAW REVIEW 789 

(1994) (24 pages). 

Member, Iowa State Bar Association and Washington State Bar Association. 

Member, Who’s Who Among American Teachers. 

 


