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***********************************************  
 

FIRST YEAR COURSES 

 

 

91:104 Civil Procedure (Bauer, David, Stensvaag, Wetlaufer) 4 s.h. 

This course deals primarily with procedure before trial.  The commencement of a suit is studied with care; 

this includes subject matter jurisdiction, jurisdiction over the person and venue.  The pleadings are 

considered along with motion practice including summary judgment.  Simple joinder of parties and claims 

is examined in determining the scope and size of the lawsuit.  Pretrial discovery procedures are considered. 

The final portion of the course deals with the trial and claim and issue preclusion. 
 

 

91:116 Constitutional Law I  (Bezanson, Buss, Matsumoto, Pettys, Wing, Yin) 3 s.h. 

Studies allocation of governmental powers according to the Constitution; the doctrine of judicial review 

and the nature of the judicial function in constitutional cases; relationships among the several branches of 

the national government, the federal system including powers delegated to the national government, 

powers reserved to the states; and intergovernmental immunities.  The course introduces students to the 

role of the judicial process in structuring the limits within which our society operates, and gives them an 

understanding of the institutional development of our legal system and the relationship among the several 

institutions within that system. 
 

 

91:120  Contracts and Sales Transactions (Andersen, Burton, Carrasco, Estin, Linder, Sale, Sidel, 

 Smith) 4 s.h. 

Contract law is the law that governs the otherwise unregulated sector of the economy.  It concerns the 

making and enforcement of promises, usually made as part of a bargain.  This course will cover the basics-

formation of agreements, consideration, invalidating causes, parole evidence and interpretation, conditions, 

and remedies.  It will also explore the roles of promises and promissory exchanges in a modern economy, 

as well as limitations the law places on freedom of contract.  A brief introduction to the Uniform 

Commercial Code, Article 2, may be included, but a full treatment of Article 2 will be undertaken in Sales 

of Goods. 
 

 

91:124 Criminal Law  (Baldus, Carlson, Raymond, Tomkovicz, Yin) 3 s.h. 

This course provides a basic understanding of the substantive criminal law for all law students and serves 

as a foundation for those students who will elect to enroll in advanced courses with a view toward 

professional involvement in the criminal justice system.  The course is designed to introduce students to 

the underlying premises of and justifications for the criminal law.  Particular emphasis is placed on the 

general doctrines that dictate the minimum elements necessary to impose criminal liability.  The essential 

requirements of culpable conduct (an actus reus or Aguilty act@) and a blameworthy mental state (a mens 

rea or Aguilty mind@) are considered at length.  Other topics that may be addressed include: rape, homicide, 

causation, attempt, conspiracy, accomplice liability, and various defenses to criminality such as self-

defense, duress, intoxication, insanity, and diminished capacity. 
 

 

91:102 Introduction to Law & Legal Reasoning (Andersen, Bauer, Carlson, Jones) 1 s.h. 

This introductory course treats explicitly and systematically basic concepts and intellectual skills that are 

necessary for understanding the rest of the first-year curriculum and much of the advanced curriculum. 
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91:130 & 131 Legal Analysis Writing and Research I & II  (Falkhoff, Liebig, Sheerin,     2 s.h. 

 Williamson) 

Designed to equip students with effective skills in legal analysis, writing and research. 

 

 

91:132 Property (Hines, Hovenkamp, Kurtz, VanderVelde) 4 s.h. 

Inquires into the concept of private property as one of the basic foundations of our legal system. Explores 

the historical development of Anglo-American property law in conjunction with changing currents of 

economic, social, and political thought. Emphasis is placed on understanding decision making by courts in 

the common-law tradition, and its interplay with legislative enactments intended to change the common 

law. Themes covered include fundamental notions relating to the origins of property rights; the relationship 

of possession and ownership, with emphasis on the capacity of property law to recognize a wide a range of 

interest configurations (i.e., interests which are tangible and intangible, possessory and nonpossessory, 

present and future, legal and equitable, separate and concurrent, vertical and horizontal). Also examined 

are the impetus for promoting ease and reliability in the conveyance of property interests, both 

commercially and gratuitously; the function of public recording in providing stability to transfers of 

interests in land; the role of adverse possession and prescriptive use in recognizing expectations based on 

long standing property relationships; and the responsiveness of property law to social change as principally 

illustrated by modern reforms in landlord-tenant law. 

 

 

91:364 Torts (Bohannan, Hovenkamp) 4 s.h. 

This course investigates the development of tort principles, emphasizing civil responsibility for harms to 

tangible personal and property interests and the roles of legislatures, judges, and juries.  It analyzes 

intentional harms, negligence, and strict liability from the perspectives of jurisprudence, economics, and 

moral philosophy. 
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***********************************************  

SECOND & THIRD YEAR COURSES  

 

 

91:204 Administrative Law  (Bonfield, Reitz)  3 s.h. 

Considers formal and informal procedures, processes, and functions of state and federal administrative 

agencies including legislative, executive, and judicial control of their action.  Among the specific subjects 

considered are the nature and definition of administrative agencies; permissible delegation of authority to 

administrative agencies; the scope of agency authority; the right of agencies to obtain information from 

members of the public; the right of citizens to obtain information in the possession of agencies; the 

definition and types of administrative rules; rule-making procedure; agency discretion to make law by rule 

or adjudication; the right to a trial-type hearing before an agency; the specific rights of parties in an 

administrative hearing including notice, open or closed hearing, right to counsel, evidence, nature and 

exclusivity of the record, agency decision-making process, including role of hearing officers, separation of 

functions and bias of decision makers, nature of opinion required; judicial review of administrative action, 

including reviewability of agency action, primary jurisdiction of agencies, exhaustion of administrative 

remedies, standing, the scope of judicial review, and the mechanics of judicial review.  Professor Bonfield 

spends equal amounts of time on federal and state administrative law.  Professor Reitz=s version of the 

course emphasizes federal administrative law. 

 

 

91:240  Advanced Arbitration (Pitton) 2 s.h. 

This course is designed to compliment and further advance the fundamental legal concepts explored in 

Arbitration through analysis in the context of various applications and hypothetical problems.  The stages 

of the arbitration process from the agreement to arbitrate and selection of arbitrators to the final award will 

be examined together with post-award remedies and judicial review.  Skills necessary to participate in 

arbitration proceedings will be developed through the use of simulation exercises, reading and writing 

assignments.  Two 3 page papers and one 5 page paper will be required.  Arbitration (91:207) is a 

prerequisite. 

 

 

91:202 Advanced Civil Procedure (Bauer) 3 s.h. 

This course includes coverage of complex civil litigation, a variety of advanced civil procedure topics not 

taught in the first year course, and a review of essential aspects of civil procedure, such as personal and 

subject matter jurisdiction. Topics that are covered include a variety of joinder devices (intervention, 

necessary parties, interpleader, and consolidation), discovery and confidentiality orders, appellate 

jurisdiction, and mechanisms to structure the trial, such as bifurcation of issues. A substantial portion of 

the course covers class actions. 

 

 

91:198 Advanced Legal Research (Library Staff)  2 s.h. 

This course builds on the introduction to legal research presented during the first year Legal Analysis, 

Writing and Research course. The purpose of the Advanced Legal Research course is to permit students to 

acquire an in-depth knowledge of American legal resources.  Current print and electronic resources will be 

explored for the purpose of developing better, more efficient search techniques and to assist students in 

selecting the most effective formats for their research. Through a combination of lectures, class 

assignments and exercises, students will review the basic sources of legal information, utilize a variety of 

techniques for accessing the legal information, and develop personal strategies for managing information. 

Students will also complete advanced training sessions in LEXIS and WESTLAW, and the Internet.  The 
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course may also introduce some nonlegal information sources which are of increasing importance to the 

legal community, as well as briefly introduce research resources of other legal jurisdictions and 

international law. 

 

 

91:200 Agricultural Law  (Bauer) 1 s.h. 

This intersession course will examine four to six selected topics of agricultural law and policy.  The topics 

may change from year to year, but illustrative possibilities include legal efforts to control the structure of 

agriculture (including payment limitations and legal restrictions on the ownership of farm land), 

agricultural cooperatives, commodity promotion boards, government price and income support programs, 

soil and water conservation regulations, control of the location and operation of animal confinement 

facilities, and mechanisms for regulating sources and safety of food. 

 

 

91:321 Alternative Dispute Resolution Methods (Gittler )  3 s.h. 

Provides an introductory survey of the theory and practice of nonadversarial dispute resolution.  Students 

will develop a conceptual framework within which to understand and compare the essential characteristics 

of negotiation, mediation, arbitration and other hybrid methods of dispute resolution.  The use of 

videotapes, demonstrations, and role play exercises will give students a better understanding of the skills 

involved in these various methods of dispute resolution. There are five 2 to 3 page papers and one 10 page 

paper. 

 

91:208 Antitrust Law  3 s.h. 

(Hovenkamp, Wetlaufer) 

This course will provide a comprehensive introduction to the federal antitrust laws dealing with restraints 

of trade, monopolization and mergers.  We will examine the history of these laws and of their development 

in the courts; current doctrine and the legal and economic theories that underlie it; the analytical tools of 

the trade; and the sufficiency of economic efficiency as the measure of justice under the antitrust laws.  

Familiarity with economics is not a prerequisite 

 

91:207 Arbitration  (Pitton)  2-3 s.h. 

Arbitration is a widely practiced, sometimes mandatory, form of resolving disagreement over disputed 

facts and issues.  This course examines the role of arbitration in modern conflict resolution in the context 

of various settings in which it is used.  A conceptual framework and explanatory theories for the analysis 

of issues frequently encountered in arbitration will be studied.  Statutory and contractual grounds for 

arbitration will be considered in a number of areas, such as labor relations and commercial transactions.  

The specific subjects covered will include the decision to use arbitration; the selection of arbitrators; the 

arbitration process; judicial enforcement of arbitration agreements and arbitration awards; the role of 

lawyers in arbitration; the practical and conceptual relationship between arbitration and litigation, on the 

one hand, and mediation and other non-adversary forms of dispute resolution, on the other. 

 

 

91:258 Art s and Entertainment Law (Acton, Janis) 1-2 s.h. 

Arts & Entertainment Law examines issues affecting creative artists, financiers, producers and other 

participants in the world of theater, print publishing, motion pictures, television, music, and the fine arts.  

Students will study cases involving artistic control, credit and billing, grant of rights, the rights of privacy 

and publicity, and ósound-alikeô performers.  Emphasis is given to the doctrine of droit moral (the artistôs 

moral right), including the federal Visual Artistôs Rights Act and the American courtsô treatment of the 

moral right. 
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91:192 Art, Law & Ethics  (Stier, White)  3 s.h. 

This course will provide students an opportunity to critically examine the ways in which law and ethics 

apply to the individuals and institutions concerned with the visual arts.  All individuals, regardless of how 

they are situated in life, have personal ethical commitments.  Persons whose circumstances involve 

professions are inducted into a community with additional ethical obligations.  National and international 

legal regimes now exist to enforce some of the general legal and special moral obligations associated with 

the visual arts. 

 

The course is historically focused.  Relevant issues dating from the eighteenth century to the present will 

be discussed.  They will learn to evaluate the ways in which law and ethics both support and constrain the 

visual arts.  Through readings, lectures, discussion and role plays, advanced undergraduates and graduate 

students in law, art, art history, museum studies, and business will develop the critical vocabulary to allow 

them to recognize and evaluate legal and ethical issues that arise in the visual arts. 

 

 

91:214 Bankruptcy  (Bauer, Porter) 4 s.h. 

This survey course studies the rights of individuals and entities under the federal bankruptcy laws from the 

perspective of both debtors and creditors.  The course covers all foundational topics in bankruptcy, 

beginning with liquidation bankruptcy (Chapter 7) and then preceding to the two major forms of 

reorganization bankruptcy (Chapter 13 and Chapter 11).  Equal weight will be given to both consumer and 

business bankruptcies.  Students will be exposed to advanced bankruptcy topics such as small business 

reorganizations, farm bankruptcies, ethical issues in bankruptcy law, and international insolvencies.  This 

course principally relies on the problem method.  Prerequisite:  Debt Transactions (91:215) or 

Commercial Transactions (91:222). 

 

 

91:272 Basic Federal Income Taxation (Jones, Raymond, Ward)  3-4 s.h. 

The course considers the operation of the federal income tax with emphasis on the policies and principles 

instrumental in shaping the law of federal income tax law and the development of analytical skills 

necessary for solving income tax issues.  The course focuses on the determination of gross income and 

deductions and develops issues involving the disposition of property, tax accounting, assignment of 

income among family members, time value of money, and leveraging. 

 

 

91:216  Business Planning (Collins)      3 s.h. 

The course is based on a series of problems involving common business transactions in the context of 

business planning and counseling.  Emphasis is placed upon problems of limited liability companies and 

closely held corporations.  Topics dealt with include choice of business entity, formation of LLCôs and 

corporations; the allocation of ownership interests and control; issuance of securities and capital structure; 

valuation; dividends; reduction of capital; buying out of members/stockholders; acquisitions via merger or 

purchase of stock or assets; redemption of stock and liquidations; and other problems of LLCôs, closely 

held and publicly held corporations.  Approximately one-third of the course is devoted to related tax 

matters. Prerequisites: 91:241 Corporations I and 91:272 Basic Federal Income Tax. 

 

 

91:196 Child Maltreatment and the Juvenile Justice and Child Welfare Systems (Gittler)  3 s.h. 

The focus of this course is coercive state intervention to protect children from maltreatment by parents and 

other caretakers through the vehicle of the juvenile justice and child welfare systems. Among the subjects 

covered in the course are definitions of child abuse and neglect, child abuse and neglect reporting laws, civil 
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child abuse and neglect proceedings, foster care and out-of-home placement of abused and neglected children 

and termination of parental rights and the role of attorneys and guardians ad litem in child  abuse and neglect 

proceedings. Course materials include judicial decisions, statutes and relevant empirical data and research from 

other disciplines.  The course deals with child maltreatment in the larger context of the relationship between 

children, families and the state and the status of children in American society.   

 

 

91:219 Civil Procedure Pre-trial Theory  and Practice (David) 1 s.h. (1W) 

This course will provide an opportunity for students to consider, in depth, the law of pleadings and other 

pretrial matters touched upon in the basic Civil Procedure class.  In addition to considering decided cases, 

students will consider hypothetical scenarios typical of a case as it develops from the interview stage to the 

pleading stage and early pretrial stage.  Students will gain practical experience by actually drafting 

pleadings and motions relevant to the hypothetical. 

 

The class will be divided into teams of two, with half the teams representing plaintiff and the other half 

representing defendant.  There will be classroom time and drafting sessions each day. During the 

classroom session we will discuss in depth the legal requirements of pleadings and other pre-trail matters.  

During the drafting sessions the students will draft papers reflecting that dayôs classroom work, utilizing 

form books and other litigation resources. Required materials: Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and 

photocopied materials.  Prerequisite:  Civil Procedure 

 

 

91:234 Commercial Contract Drafting  (Sparks)  2-3 s.h. (W) 

The course will explore the constituent parts of common commercial contracts and engage students in both 

the analytical and technical processes involved in drafting contracts for specific commercial purposes.  

Types of contracts to be studied include contracts for services, agency agreements, employment 

agreements, stock or asset purchase agreement, and the special problems associated with data processing 

contracts. 

 

Classroom instruction will involve the study of specimen contracts, with round table discussion and 

analysis of specific provisions, and trial drafting of appropriate clauses for a series of contract problems in 

a variety of commercial settings.  A legal drafting course book will be required reading.  For his/her grade, 

each student will be expected to draft two contracts of at least 30 pages aggregate length, plus a 

memorandum on a law of applicability to contracts.   

 

Preference for third year students.  Recommended co-requisite:  91:241 Corporations I. 

 

 

91:222 Commercial Transactions (Acton, Carlson, Sparks) 3 s.h.  

Study of commercial debt transactions, focusing on the use of personal property security interests. 

Examines the basic legal structure of Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code, as well as related 

provisions of Article 3 and 8 and of the Bankruptcy Code. Consideration is given to problems of 

commercial finance and to the skills (transaction planning and drafting) involved in using commercial 

statutes. 
(NOTE ON OVERLAP) :  Students who have previously taken Debt Transactions  (91:215)  may not take 

Commercial Transactions. The two courses are alternatives to each other; no student may enroll in both.  
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91:227 Comparative Constitutional Law (Buss, Wing, Somek) 2-3 s.h. 

This course will compare constitutional law structures, decision making, and substantive results under a 

variety of different constitutional systems, including major Western and perhaps also non-Western 

systems.  The course will examine different forms of judicial review and separation of powers, different 

forms of federalism and alternatives to federalism, and different conceptions of fundamental human rights. 

When the course is offered, the instructor will provide information about the countries or international 

legal systems to be studied. 

 

 

91:224 Comparative Law (Reitz, Wing)  3 s.h. 

Comparative Law addresses such questions as part of a comparative study of the origins, development, and 

principal features of the worldôs main legal systems with emphasis on the common and civil law traditions. 

 The course offers basic information on the historical development of the main legal systems and their 

sources, ideologies, and techniques.  The course will also acquaint students with some subjects of 

particular importance in international legal practice, such as international judicial assistance and the 

application of foreign law in American courts.  Countries covered in some depth will include the modern 

legal systems of the United States, Britain, France, Germany, Japan, and Russia, as well as an introduction 

to other legal traditions including preliterate tribal law and traditional Chinese and Islamic law.  

Throughout the course, there is an emphasis on understanding very different ideas about law and legal 

systems. 

 

 

91:225 Comparative Law in Post-Communist Countries (Domrin)  3 s.h. 

The course is intended for students wishing to deepen their knowledge and understanding of law and legal 

reforms in Russia, the Newly Independent States (NIS), and Post-Communist countries of Eastern and 

Central Europe.  It will explore a variety of issues of topical and lasting interest in the field. The subject 

will be studied in the context of Post-Soviet and European history of the latest period.   

 

Particular topics to be covered include: ñvelvet revolutionò and legal and political reforms initiated by 

Soviet and other Eastern and Central European leaders in mid-1980s and aimed at creation of a law-

governed state; creation of permanently working legislatures and introduction of presidency in the 

countries of the region; creation of Constitutional Courts in post-Communist countries and their main 

decisions; comparative analysis of new Constitutions of Russia (1993) and other countries of the region; 

comparative analysis of Civil, Criminal and Administrative Law in post-Communist countries; accession to 

the European Union by a group of countries of the region and EU legal and economic standards; EU and 

the Council of Europe on human rights in the countries of the region; options of further development of 

legal and political systems of post-Communist countries. 

 

The course doesnôt have prerequisites, although previous studies in Russian, post-Soviet and Eastern 

European affairs would be helpful. 

 

 

91:228 Conflict of Laws (Bohannan, Carlson) 2-3 s.h. 

Explores the problems created when a transaction or relationship has associations with more than one juris-

diction, with emphasis both on the selection of the appropriate rules where there are differences in the laws 

of the various jurisdictions and on the recognition of judgments of other states.  Particular consideration is 

given to the current evolution in the theoretical approaches to these problems.  Attention is also focused on 

the particular limitations imposed on American state courts by the federal constitution. 
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91:232 Constitutional Law II  (Bonfield, Buss, Pettys)  3 s.h. 

Considers the limits on governmental power imposed by the national constitution for the protection of 

individuals; protection of life, liberty, and property by due process of law and equal protection of the laws; 

freedom of expression and association; religious freedom and the guaranty against establishment of 

religion.  While this course will provide students with an exposure to both the First and Fourteenth 

Amendments, faculty members teaching the course may emphasize one amendment more than the other 

and will so advise students by notice in the registration materials. 

 

 

91:230 Consumer Law (Porter)  3 s.h. 

Consumer law considers whether and how the law should regulate the rights of consumers and businesses 

to transact freely with each other. Laws that aim to protect consumers from harmful consequences exist in 

tension with principles of freedom to contract, caveat emptor, and free market economics that dominate 

traditional contract and tort law. Students will study a variety of state and federal consumer protection 

statutes, including the Truth in Lending Act, the Equal Credit Opportunity Act, and the Unfair and 

Deceptive Practices Acts, and a number of current topics in consumer law including predatory lending, 

marketing fraud, and arbitration clauses. Particular attention will be paid to the practical realities facing 

attorneys who advise businesses on complying with consumer laws and to the competing concerns of 

plaintiffsô attorneys and government officials who seek to enforce consumer laws.  

 

 

91:236 Contemporary Russian Law in Historical Context (Domrin)  3 s.h. 

This course is intended for students wishing to deepen their knowledge and understanding of 

Contemporary Law and Legal Reforms in Russia.  It will explore a variety of issues of topical and lasting 

interest in the field. The subject will be studied in the context of Russian, Soviet, and European history.  In 

particular, we would try to assess the degree to which current Russian law is characterized by continuity or 

change relative to that of the former Russian Empire and USSR.  

 

The course will cover the following categories: (a) overview of legal history for the region both before 

communism and during, including the debate about the relationship of rule of law ideology to democracy, 

(b) issues associated with strengthening the institutional bases for the rule of law, including basic 

constitutional reform, the introduction of judicial review, jury trials, and the office of ombudsman, 

protecting the independence of the judiciary and the practicing bar, publication of legal materials, and 

reform of the procuracy and of criminal procedure, (c) issues relating to the move to the market, including 

privatization of state enterprise, reform of the civil and commercial codes, the specially sensitive problem 

of land reform, and the development of market regulation, (d) Soviet and post-Soviet federalism; e) 

Russiaôs national security and foreign policy law; (f) the question of the role of foreign óexpertsô in the 

reforms of the 1990s; g) general problems of democratization. 

 

Particular topics to be covered include: Russian Civilization and origins of Russian law; specific features 

of Russian legal consciousness and political culture; development of law in Imperial Russia; USSR as a 

Party dictatorship, and the role of law; Gorbachev reforms and Soviet transition to the rule of law; «war of 

laws» and disintegration of the USSR; legal and political reform in post-Soviet Russia and the Newly 

Independent States (NIS); comparative analysis of post-Communist law; options of further development of 

legal and political systems of Russia and other post-Communist countries; President Puitinôs legal and 

political reforms aimed at strengthening the Russian state; the role of the West in the transformation of the 

post-Soviet legal systems. 
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Overall, the course is designed a) to provide a fairly detailed introduction to the current Russian legal 

system, b) to provide an overview of the ways in which contemporary Russian legal system may be similar 

to or different from the traditional (pre-1917) and Soviet legal models, and c) to introduce the student to 

the main legal issues of contemporary Russia. 

 

Previous comparative or Russian-area studies, while helpful, is not required, and the course will offer an 

abbreviated introduction to the methodology of comparative study of law.  

 

The course is offered as a regular 3-hour lecture and discussion course with final examination. However, 

any students who wishes to write a research paper in the area may do so as independent research. 

 

 

91:283 Copyrights (Bohannan, Janis) 3-4 s.h. 

Will survey the law of copyrights, focusing primarily on the Copyright Act of 1976, Pub. L. 94-553, 90 

Stat. 2541.  Special emphasis will be given to the manner in which copyright protections affect new 

technologies, such as videotaping, computer hardware and software, electronic data transfer, and cable 

television rebroadcast, and the ability of such legal concepts to keep pace with technological developments. 
 

 

91:241 Corporations I (Sale, Stone, Ward) 3-4 s.h. 

Studies the structure and characteristics of the modern business corporation, including both the large, 

publicly held corporation and the closely held corporation.  Particular attention is directed to the  

distribution of powers among management, directors, and shareholders; the fiduciary duties which limit 

these powers; and the enforcement of such duties by shareholder suits. 

 

The four-credit course will cover these topics as well as a few additional general corporations topics.  The 

course may also cover the basic principles of agency, partnership, and limited partnership law. 

 

 

91:343 Corporate Control &  Shareholder Democracy (Prichard)  1 s.h. 

The securities laws affect corporate control in important ways.  This course will focus on two ways that 

corporate control can change hands: the proxy mechanism and tender offers.  We will focus on the federal 

regulation of proxy contests, proposals to reform the proxy process, and federal regulation of hostile tender 

offers.    Prerequisite Corporations I. 

 

 

91:239 Corporate Governance and Control  (Holland) 1 s.h. 

This course entails a study of the principal issues involved in creating appropriate governance and control 

systems for large publicly-held corporations. It focuses on questions of corporate structure, shareholder 

voting rights, duties of directors, derivative suites, indemnification, and transfers of control, viewed from 

the perspective of Delaware's statutory and common law.  91:241 Corporations recommended. 

  

The Honorable Randy J. Holland presently serves on the Delaware Supreme Court. He is the youngest 

person to serve on the Delaware Supreme Court, having been recommended to the Governor by a 

bipartisan merit selection committee. Prior to his appointment and confirmation in 1986, Justice Holland 

was in private practice as a partner at Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell. In January 1999, he was 

reappointed and confirmed unanimously for a second twelve-year term.  

 

Justice Holland graduated from Swarthmore College. He also graduated from the University of 

Pennsylvania Law School, cum laude, where he received an award for legal ethics. Justice Holland 
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received a Master of Laws in the Judicial Process from the University of Virginia Law School. He also 

received an honorary Doctor of Laws from Widener University School of Law. 

 

 

91:206 Criminal Procedure: Adj udication (Tomkovicz) 3-4 s.h. 

This course is concerned with the adjudicatory phases of the criminal justice system.  These may include: 

indictments and the charging process, preliminary hearings, applications for release on bail and pretrial 

detention, the processes of discovery, guilty pleas, jury selection, the conduct of criminal trials, sentencing 

proceedings and post-trial motions, appellate review, and collateral remedies.  The primary focus is on 

constitutional rights, more specifically: the Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination and 

guarantee against double jeopardy; the Sixth Amendment rights to a speedy and public trial, to confront 

witnesses, to an impartial jury, and to the assistance of counsel; the Eighth Amendment prohibition on 

excessive bail; and the Fourteenth Amendment equal protection and due process guarantees.  To a limited 

extent, statutory provisions C such as the Federal Bail Reform Act and the Federal Speedy Trial Act C and  

rules of criminal procedure C such as those governing discovery, joinder, and severance C are also 

considered. 

 

The particular topics addressed may vary.  Some instructors focus on an in-depth study of a limited number 

of topics.  Others may prefer more of a Asurvey@ approach, exposing students to a greater number of 

subjects, but covering them less thoroughly.   

 

Students who would like to know the specific subject matter and expected coverage of a particular 

instructors course should consult with that instructor. 

 

 

91:125 Criminal Procedure: Investigation (Raymond, Tomkovicz) 3-4 s.h. 

The primary focus of this course is upon the guarantees/rights which the fourth amendment and certain 

provisions of the fifth and sixth amendments to the U.S. Constitution provide against police and 

prosecutorial practices designed to investigate and prove criminal cases.  Specifically, the course deals with 

protection against unreasonable searches and seizures, the guarantee against extraction of involuntary 

confessions, privilege against self-incrimination constraints upon securing confessions (i.e., the Miranda 

doctrine), due process protection against unreliably suggestive identification procedures, and right to 

counsel protection against inculpatory admissions and identification practices.  The course also treats the 

exclusionary rules and remedies which enforce the aforementioned constitutional guarantees. 

 

 

91:623 Critical Race Theory (Wing, Onwaunchi-Willig ) 3 s.h. 

This course will examine race relations and racial discrimination in America through the perspectives of 

proponents of the Critical Race Theory movement (CRT), a collection of legal scholars who challenge both 

conservative and liberal political orthodoxies.  CRT is part of an evolving critical jurisprudential tradition 

that originated with Critical Legal Studies, a movement of radical academics that sprang up in the 1970s.  

The premises embraced by CLS and CRT has several guiding themes including: racism as an ordinary and 

perhaps permanent part of society, racial progress when it suits white self-interest; storytelling or narrative 

analysis to explore alternative social realities; and skepticism toward dominant legal theories supporting 

hierarchy, objectivity, color blindness, and a historicism.  A primary method of analysis for critical 

scholars is deconstruction, which entails analyzing supposedly neutral concepts to show the true nature of 

the contingent power relationships they mask and conceal. 

 

Subjects to be covered include affirmative action, hate speech, queer theory, voting rights, postmodernism, 

liberalism, Asian-crit theory, Lat-crit theory, federal Indian law, and Critical white studies.  This latter 
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concept focuses on the way whiteness functions as a organizing principle in society.  Authors featured 

include Derrick Bell, Richard Delgado, Gerald Torres, and Robert Williams.  A special emphasis will be 

placed on critical race feminism, which looks at the intersectionality of race and gender.  Topics within this 

theme include essentialism, motherhood, lawbreaking, employment law, sexual harassment, and global 

issues.  Authors featured include Kimberle Crenshaw, Mari Matsuda, Lani Guinier, Anita Hill and 

Kathleen Cleaver. 

 

 

 

91:215 Debt Transactions (Bauer, Porter)    4 s.h. 

This course equips students with a rich understanding of the laws and practices of modern lending.  The 

course begins with a study of the procedures for the collection of unsecured debts, including the 

enforcement of judgments, exemptions, prejudgment remedies, fraudulent conveyances, and statutory 

liens.  Building on this foundation, the class examines secured transactions that involved both real property 

(mortgages) and personal property (security interests governed by Article 9 of the uniform Commercial 

Code).  Equal weight is given to consumer and commercial transactions.  Throughout the course, an 

emphasis is placed on counseling hypothetical creditor or debtor clients and on understanding the realities 

that shape the enforcement of credit agreements.  This course satisfies the prerequisite requirement for 

Bankruptcy (91:214). 

 
(NOTE ON OVERLAP) :  Students who have previously taken Commercial Transactions (91:222)  may not take 

Debt Transactions. The two courses are alternatives to each other; no student may enroll in both.  

 
 

91:248 Deposition Practice (Whiston)  2 s.h. 

An introduction to the actual practice of depositions. Will focus on the law of deposition practice and the 

procedural prerequisites to a deposition, including the drafting of the necessary documents, e.g. subpoenas 

duces tecum. Will serve as an introduction to the actual structure and strategies of taking and defending a 

deposition. Will require students to conduct depositions in a variety of circumstances, e.g., discovery 

deposition of a party, perpetuation deposition of an expert.  

Prerequisite: 91:370 Trial Advocacy 

 

 

91:501 Directed Research & Writing (Staff) arr.  

Directed Research & Writing involves a faculty member's supervision of an individual student's research 

and writing project unrelated to any substantive course; it is somewhat like Independent Research, but it 

differs in various respects as noted in the following description: Each Faculty Member proposing to teach 

Directed Research & Writing will list the general subject area and/or specific topics s/he will supervise. 

The faculty member may specify other details about the way the writing supervision would be structured 

(such as topic selection, submission dates, required outlines, preliminary submissions). Subject to a system 

of preferences comparable to those that apply to seminars, students register for the course without any need 

to obtain special permission from the faculty member offering the course. Registration materials for 

Directed Research & Writing may include the following information: (a) the names of faculty members 

offering the course and, for each listed Faculty Member, (b) the subject matter (which could be a general 

category or more detailed topics, in the faculty member's discretion); c) the number of writing credits 

available; (d) reasonable details specified for structuring the writing 

 

 

91:245 Domestic Abuse Law (McGuire)  2-3 s.h. 

This course focuses on the lawôs response to domestic abuse, i.e., the pattern of violent and coercive 



 

 
 Page 13 

control used in adult intimate relationships.  Issues to be covered include the cultural contexts of domestic 

violence, the legal and social reform efforts of the past decade and their impact on the administration of 

justice, the use of common law and statutory injunctions, the criminal justice systems response, 

constitutional and interspousal torts, mediation, and federal legislation.  No prerequisite.   

 

 

91:254 Education Law (Buss) 3 s.h. 

Considers the law affecting the governance of schools, including such issues as speech, association, 

privacy, procedural due process, curriculum control, special education, educational financing, religion, and 

racial discrimination.  Consideration will be given to the allocation of power and discretion between 

federal and state authority; the contrasting and complementing roles of legislator, educator, and judge; and 

the various interests of state, teacher, parent, and student.  The focus of attention will be public elementary 

and secondary schools, but comparative use will be made of the treatment of related problems in private 

schools and state colleges and universities.  An attempt will be made throughout to examine the interaction 

of law and educational policy.  Prerequisite or co-requisite:  Constitutional Law II 

 

 

91:253 Employment Discrimination (Onwauchi-Willig ) 2-3 s.h. 

An overview of legal prohibitions against discrimination in employment on the basis of race, sex, national 

origin and age.  The major portion of the course is devoted to the study of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964.  The course also considers selected procedural and remedial problems, as well as elementary 

issues of proof. 

 

 

91:250 Employment Law (Smith, VanderVelde) 3 s.h. 

A course dealing with the rights of employers and employees in unorganized workplaces.  This course 

deals with legal issues that arise between employers and employees in the non-unionized setting.  This 

course covers issues of hiring, discipline, termination, minimum wage, covenants not to compete and 

employment related intellectual property issues, occupational safety and health, and unemployment.  This 

course is not intended to require Labor Law as a prerequisite.  A student interested in a career in em-

ployment related legal issues should plan on taking both Employment Law and Labor Law. 

 

 

91:255 Environmental Law (Stensvaag) 3 s.h. 

Role of the legal system in addressing problems of environmental disruption, with special emphasis on air, 

water, hazardous waste pollution. 

 

 

91:266 European Union Law (Reitz, Somek) 3 s.h. 

Introduces the law of the European Union (EU).  Coverage will include, though not be limited to, such 

topics as the legal and institutional structure of the EU, including especially the treaties which collectively 

form the ñconstitutionò of the EU; the role of the European Court of Justice (ECJ) in elaborating 

constitutional and administrative law for the EU on the basis of the EU treaties and relevant EU legislation; 

the principle of free movement; and the progress of European integration. 

 

 

91:265 Evidence (Pettys, Stensvaag, Tomkovicz, Whiston) 3 s.h. 

Studies rules of evidence developed in common-law courts and under statutes; judicial notice; examination 

of witnesses; privilege and competence; remote and prejudicial evidence; hearsay; burden of proof and 

presumptions; and the roles of judge and jury. 
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91:512 Evidence Service Tutorial: The Womenôs Prison Project (Stensvaag, McGuire) 1 s.h. 

During the fall term, students will work with three inmates serving long term or life sentences at the 

womenôs prison in Mitchelleville whose cases have been selected as suitable for the project through prior 

screening by the Iowa Coalition against Domestic Violence.  After attending a one-day training program 

conducted by ICADV staff, students will work in pairs under the supervision of ICADV legal staff and pro 

bono attorneys to conduct tow or three-in-depth, in-person interviews with the assigned inmate.  They will 

assist the inmates with their commutation or parole applications by developing facts and gathering 

documents from court files and elsewhere, including statements or letters from defense attorneys, law 

enforcement, prosecutors, judges, victims or victimsô families, victim advocates, clergy, community 

members and others; medial accounts; hospital records, etc.  Time permitting, the students will also 

prepare a report for the Projectôs Review Board. 

 

 

91:268 Family Law (Estin, Onwauchi-Willig ) 3-4 s.h. 

Examines issues involved in family formation, the ongoing family, and family breakup.  We also consider 

various themes in family law, including the problems of family autonomy in the modern United States.  

For various topics, this course attempts to combine a lawyerôs practical approach in dealing with family 

law problems with a broader view of how the law might treat family law problems in the light of findings 

from the social and behavioral sciences. 

 

 

91:274 Federal Courts: Constitutional Litigation and the Dual Court System (Staff) 3 s.h. 

This course focuses on the dual court and dual law system (federal and state courts applying both federal 

and state law) that has developed in the United States.  Throughout the course, there will be an emphasis 

on constitutional tort litigation (actions against government officials for violations of the United States 

Constitution).  Specific topics to be covered include the supremacy of federal law; preemption; federal 

incorporation of state law; federal and state court jurisdiction over cases arising under federal law; judicial 

federalism (including various abstention doctrines); and the Eleventh Amendment.  The course will 

conclude with an in-depth study of constitutional tort litigation, including the scope of the plaintiff's rights 

in constitutional tort actions; the types of immunities that may be invoked by a defendant; and the range of 

legal and equitable remedies that are potentially available to a successful plaintiff. 

 

 

91:275 Federal Courts: The Structure and Jurisdiction of the Federal Judiciary  (Pettys, Yin) 3 s.h. 

This course provides a detailed overview of federal courtsô federal-question, diversity, supplemental, and 

appellate jurisdiction, as well as of the law relating to federal habeas corpus petitions.  Remaining class 

time will be devoted to an analysis of one or more additional issues relating to the powers of the federal 

judiciary.  Topics to be covered may vary from year to year, but may include one or more of the following, 

among others: Congressôs power to alter the structure and jurisdiction of the federal courts; claim and issue 

preclusion; the powers of legislative courts; venue; removal of cases from state to federal courts; transfer of 

cases within the federal judiciary; and the doctrine of forum non conveniens. 

 

 

91:256 Federal Criminal Practice (Williams, Berry)  2 s.h. 

This course will introduce students to federal criminal practice, giving them exposure to each step in the 

criminal process while teaching them the advocacy skills required for the effective practice of law. Federal 

criminal law is an explosive area of growth; over 3,000 federal crimes currently exist and each new 

congress enacts more. Twenty or even ten years ago, federal criminal law was a minor blip on the legal 
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landscape. Today federal criminal cases dominate the caseload of every federal judge. The legal bar 

requires greater training and education in the area of federal criminal practice to ensure both effective 

enforcement of the law and meaningful protection of defendantsôô rights. This course is designed to 

address this growing need by providing students with some basic education about the federal criminal 

process, while simultaneously enhancing their skills as advocates. This course will follow the chronology 

of a typical federal criminal case, starting with the grand jury investigation and ending with post-trial 

motions, encompassing in between each step of the process. The students will be provided with written 

materials for each section of the course, including copies of reported cases pertinent to the legal issues 

encountered at each step. Each section of the course will include an advocacy component, whereby the 

students will engage in mock proceedings. The instructors will emphasize not only the practical skills of 

effective advocacy, but will also stress the importance of strategic thinking. 

 

Prerequisite: This course is intended as an upper-level course. Students should have completed the basic 

criminal law and criminal procedure courses before taking this course. Trial advocacy and federal criminal 

law would be recommended prerequisites for the course, but are not considered essential 

 

 

91:303 Federal Indian Law (Estin) 3 s.h. 

Surveys the specialized body of law allocating power and authority in Indian country which has grown up 

around native American peoples and their reservations.  Subjects covered in the course include sovereignty 

arrangements, jurisdiction, federal Indian policy, and tribal self-government.  

 

 

91:262 Federal Regulation of Health Care Industry:  Fraud and Abuse (Gittler ) 2 s.h. 

This course provides an introduction to the impact of governmental regulation on business planning and 

transactions in the context of the application of federal fraud and abuse laws to organizational entities and 

individuals in the health care industry. Health care expenditures account for nearly 15% of the gross 

domestic product, and the financing, and delivery of health care services is subject to extensive 

governmental regulation. A primary focus of governmental regulation is to combat health care fraud and 

abuse. Health care fraud and abuse has been defined so as to encompass not only improper billing for 

health care services but also many types of financial relationships and arrangements involving health care 

providers. Health law has become a major practice area, and health care fraud and abuse is a major 

component of this practice area. The coverage of this course will include an examination of federal laws 

used to combat health care fraud and abuse, such as the False Claims Act and the Stark law, corporate 

compliance programs and federal health care fraud and abuse enforcement efforts, such as criminal 

investigations and prosecutions. This course will be of value to students with an interest in business law 

and to students interested in criminal law and procedure as well as health law.  Prerequisite is Corporations 

I or its equivalent recommended. 

 

 

91:218 Federal White Collar Criminal Law  (Yin)  1-3 s.h. 

How corporations and their officers, directors, employees, and agents can violate criminal law; liability 

imposed under state and federal laws in the U.S., criminal liability under laws of other countries; 

fundamentals of U.S. law; case studies of recent prosecutions involving American corporations. 

 

 

91:285 Foreign, Comparative and International Legal Research (Staff) 1 s.h. 

This course will familiarize students with treaty research, locating and identifying documents from 

international organizations and tribunals, and legal research in selected jurisdictions outside the United 

States.  A variety of print and electronic sources and research methods in foreign and international law will 
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be presented during class periods, some of which will be held in the library.  Each student will be required 

to complete a pathfinder on a foreign or international law topic: selecting and evaluating relevant sources, 

developing a research strategy, and explaining the research process to someone unfamiliar with the topic or 

jurisdiction.  No prerequisites.  Offered Pass/Fail 

 

 

91:260 Foreign Relations Law (Carlson, Domrin) 3 s.h. 

This course is designed to introduce law students to the law of foreign relations in the United States.  In 

general terms, it examines the impact of the constitutional distribution of powers on the conduct of U.S. 

foreign relations.  In particular, it addresses the influence of separation of powers doctrines on the conduct 

of foreign relations, the status of international law in the U.S. legal system, the role of the courts in 

adjudicating issues affecting foreign relations, and the controversy over the distribution of war powers 

between the President and Congress. 

 

 

91:358 Forms of Argument/ Systems of Belief (Wetlaufer) 2-3 s.h. 

This course offers a comprehensive introduction to the major theories of law that are directly relevant to 

the study and practice of law in contemporary America.  Students will examine, and learn to work within, 

six distinct operating systems: (1) legal formalism, (2) legal realism, (3) the legal process school, (4) law 

and economics, (5) the legal positivist/analytic tradition, and (6) critical legal theory, including critical 

legal studies, feminist legal theory, and critical race theory. Particular attention will be given to diverse 

forms of legal argument, including those that are distinctively associated with particular theories of law. 

 

 

91:261 Health Law (Gittler, Kurtz)  3 s.h. 

This course explores a number of major areas of present concern in the area of health law most of which 

involve some analysis of the tension between quality, access and costs.  Topics covered might include: 

malpractice, quality control, health care financing, access (insurance, Medicare and Medicaid), licensing, 

and bioethics (end-of-life decision making, informed consent, surrogacy and organ transplantation).  There 

are no prerequisites for this course. 

 

 

91:193 Human Rights in the World Community (David, Wing, Rossi) 3 s.h. 

This course will introduce the student to the established and developing legal rules, procedures, and 

enforcement mechanisms governing the protection of international human rights.  It will address both 

liberal western and developing world notions of human rights as well as highlight recent examples of 

human rights controversies in all the regions of the world.  Special emphasis will be placed on the 

international human rights of women.   

 

 

91:280 Immigration  Law (Schwartz) 1-3 s.h. 

This course covers the legal, historical, social, philosophical, and policy foundations of immigration 

control;  the modern debate over immigration;  the substantive criteria and procedures that govern the 

admission of non-U.S. citizens to the United States for both permanent residence and temporary visits;  

deportation criteria and processes;  the national security and civil liberties implications of immigration 

policy;  refugees and political asylum;  undocumented migrants;  and the acquisition, loss, and significance 

of United States citizenship.  The focus will be on the law of the United States, but both comparative law 

and international law perspectives will also be introduced.  Students will analyze a wide variety of fact 

problems requiring strategic decision making and interpretation of complex statutory provisions.  Students 

also will participate in simulation exercises, including possibly an attorney-client asylum interview.  There 
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are no prerequisites or co-requisites.  Regular attendance and rigorous preparation will be required.  Grades 

will be based on a timed final examination. 

 

 

91:203 Income Taxation of Estates and Trusts (Ward )  1-3 s.h. 

When offered for 1 or 2 semester hours, this course examines chiefly the federal income taxation of estates, 

trusts and beneficiaries.  Specific topics include the income-tax basis of property acquired by gift or devise, 

part-gift-part-sale transactions, income and deductions in respect of a decedent, the allocation of receipts 

and expenditures between income and principal, the income taxation of trusts and estates, the treatment of 

distributions of cash and property to beneficiaries, and the administration of marital-deduction formula 

clauses. Prerequisite: 91:272 Basic Federal Income Tax.  Recommended: 91:378 Trusts and Estates.  

 

 

91:500 Independent Research Project (Paper Option) 1-3 s.h. 

After securing an authorization by a faculty member who agrees to supervise a project, a student may sign 

up for 1 to 3 academic credit hours of independent research.  The work must include research and the 

submission of at least one draft to the faculty member for comments.  A second draft is generally required 

and additional drafts may be required by the faculty member.  One academic credit and one writing unit 

will be awarded for papers that are at least 20 pages in length, double-spaced, exclusive of footnotes.  

Students may be awarded additional credits for longer papers.  In general, for each academic credit, there 

must be an additional 20 pages of double-spaced text, exclusive of footnotes.  However, exceptions may be 

made with projects involving substantial empirical work.  No student may sign up for more than 3 hours 

for any single research project. 

 

 

91:500 Independent Research Project (Drafting Documents Option) 1-3 s.h. 

After securing an authorization by a faculty member who agrees to supervise a project, a student may sign 

up for 1 to 3 academic credit hours of independent research.  When independent research involves the 

drafting of legal documents, the work must include research and the submission of at least one draft to the 

faculty member for comments.  Additional drafts may be required by the faculty member.  One academic 

credit and one writing unit will be awarded for original drafting of documents (e.g., a will or trust) that are 

4 to 10 pages in length, accompanied by one or more explanatory documents (e.g., a cover letter to the 

client) that are 4 to 10 pages in length.  No student may sign up for more than 3 credit hours for any single 

drafting project. 

 

 Independent Writing Unit  

 (No academic credit) 

Students may satisfy writing unit requirements by completing an ungraded independent research project.  

To receive writing unit, the project must comply with the rules outlined above for graded independent 

research projects.  Ungraded research projects receive no academic credit.  No student may sign up for 

more than 3 credit hours for any single writing project.  To sign up for independent writing credit, please 

use the special forms available from the registrar. 

 

 

91:504 Independent Tutorial  1-3 s.h. 

After securing an authorization of a faculty member who agrees to supervise a project, a student may sign 

up for 1-3 academic credits for work undertaken as an independent tutorial.  Tutorials may involve 

different types of pedagogical techniques, such as discussion sessions, assignments of problems, or short 

papers.  In all tutorials, the student and faculty member must meet for at least 5 hours for each hour of 

academic credit that is awarded.  No writing unit will be awarded for tutorials.  Forms, available from the 



 

 
 Page 18 

registrar, must be used for confirming the arrangement with a faculty member and for registering for the 

course. 

 

 

91:281 Interest-Based Negotiation for Lawyers (Gittler)   2-3 s.h. 

This course will deal with the theory and practice of an approach to negotiation, known as interest-based or 

problem-solving negotiation.  The focus of this negotiation model is not the positions of disputants but the 

interests that underlie these positions.  Interest-based negotiators attempt to generate options that satisfy, at 

least minimally, the interest of all parties and that can lead agreements from which all parties realize some 

gains.  For this reason the term ñwin-winò negotiation is often applied to this negotiation approach. 

 

The emphasis of this course will be the acquisition and enhancement of the skills necessary to apply this 

negotiation approach.  Negotiation exercises in which class members participate will be a major feature of 

the class.  Materials as well as tools and exercises developed by the Harvard Program on Negotiation for 

lawyers and businesspersons will be used to assist class members to acquire and enhance interest-based 

negotiation skills. 

 

 

91:282 International Business Transactions (Carrasco) 3 s.h. 

An introduction to legal and practical issues in international trade and investment, focusing on typical 

private transactions such as the sale of goods (including the documentary sales transaction, INCOTERMS, 

letters of credit, agency and distribution); transfer of technology (including franchising and licensing); and 

direct investment across national borders.  The course focuses on the manner in which private international 

sales, investment and licensing transactions are structured to permit private businesses to minimize and 

plan for the risks associated with conducting business on a global scale. 

 

 

91:295 International Commercial Arbitration  (Burton)  3 s.h. 

Most international business disputes are not settled by litigation in the courts of one or another country.  

Rather, they are settled by international commercial arbitration.  Arbitration allows the parties to the 

dispute to select their own "judges" and to proceed informally, avoiding the imposition of a foreign 

countries laws or legal traditions on either party.  This course will examine the formation and enforcement 

of agreements to arbitrate, the recognition and enforcement of arbitral awards, and the process of 

arbitrating an international business dispute.  It will include extensive role-playing exercises through which 

the students may hone their advocacy and decision-making skills. 

 

 

91:291 International Environmental Law  (Carlson) 3 s.h. 

This course introduces students to the international legal system by considering the laws and institutions 

that have been developed by the international community to deal with international environmental 

problems, including problems relating to the atmosphere (acid rain, ozone depletion, radioactive fallout, 

climate change); the hydrosphere (land-based sea pollution, sea-based vessel pollution, transboundary 

groundwater diversion); the lithosphere (hazardous waste disposal, toxic pollutants, decertification); and 

the biosphere (driftnet fishing, endangered elephants, loss of tropical rainforests). 

 

 

91:287 International Trade Law :  Basic Norms and Regulation (Carlson, Carrasco) 3 s.h. 

This course introduces the basic norms and legal framework of international trade as expressed in the 

GATT/WTO regime and US trade laws.  It also looks at several issues raised by regional trade blocs such 

as NAFTA.  Among the controversies examined will be the economic and philosophical justifications for, 
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and objections to, free trade from a variety of perspectives.  

 

The course surveys the basic provisions of the GATT and WTO Agreements, including Most Favored 

Nation, National Treatment, Technical Barriers, and provisions on quantitative restrictions, government  

procurement, and exemption and limitation clauses.  It also looks at GATS (General Agreement on Trade 

in Services) and TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights).  

 

The course considers the remedies available at both the national and international levels.  Among these it 

focuses on the WTO Appellate Body, and unilateral trade remedies such as anti-dumping, countervailing, 

and safeguard measures, including ' 301 and Super 301 in US domestic trade law. The course ends with a 

robust examination of many of the issues raised by contemporary international trade policies.  Within the 

basic theme of globalization, these include the relationship between the international trade regime and third 

world or developing states, the nexus between trade and the environment, and the tensions among trade, 

labor, and human rights. 

 

 

91:251 Introduction to Employee Benefits Law (Howell) 1 s.h. 

The law of the regulation of employee benefit plans (often called "ERISA law," though ERISA is not the 

only relevant statute), has grown rapidly in the last decade. Employee benefits law addresses fundamental 

questions, such as "will I be able to retire?" or "can I go to the hospital if I am sick?" but those questions 

are answered in the context of a large body of statutory, administrative and case law that governs the 

maintenance of plans by employers and the rights and benefits of employees under those plans.  

 

This course will be a survey of some, but certainly not all, of the major topics in employee benefits law. 

We will begin with the concept of a "plan," and how plans are subject to the Internal Revenue Code, 

ERISA or both. We will then spend time with the tax-qualification rules for retirement plans, focusing on 

"401(k)" plans, which have become the main type of employer-sponsored retirement plan. We will then 

move to "welfare benefit" (e.g., health insurance, life insurance) plans and executive compensation 

arrangements. We will conclude by considering some of the topics that are being hotly litigated in the 

federal courts, including ERISA preemption of state law, the relief available to plan participants for 

breaches of ERISA, and the use of employer stock as an investment in retirement plans. The goal of the 

course is to acquaint you with the types of issues faced in employee benefits law practice, the sources of 

the law, and how to use those sources to address such issues.  

 

Federal Income Tax is a recommended prerequisite, but not required. Materials studied will included 

provisions of ERISA and the Internal Revenue Code, regulations and interpretations under both statutes, 

and judicial decisions 

 

 

91:286 Introduction to Intellectual  Property Law (Janis, Bohannan, Hovenkamp) 3-4 s.h. 

This course is designed for students who are seeking either a general overview of intellectual property law, 

or a starting point for courses in particular disciplines within intellectual property law.  The course will 

introduce the concept of intellectual property, survey decisions in patents, trademark & unfair competition, 

copyright, trade secret and related areas, and will examine issues involving the intersections between those 

areas.  No technical background is expected.  Students who plan to take Patent Law (91:324), Trademark 

and Unfair Competition Law (91:369), Copyrights (91:283), International Intellectual Property Law 

(91:229), or any intellectual property seminar are strongly urged to take this course prior to or concurrently 

with any of those courses or seminars. 
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91:195 Introduction to Publi c International Law (Domrin , Osiel, Rossi)  3 s.h.  

This course introduces students to the fundamentals of international law, focusing on aspects of 

international law particularly concerning interests in the United States.  Included is a survey of the sources, 

methodology, and major doctrines of international law, within the framework of an understanding of 

diverse jurisprudential approaches.  Students will become familiar with international law's relation to 

United States domestic law and institutions, as well as with procedural aspects of international law 

involving international institutions, including the International Court of Justice.  

 

 

91:288 Jurisprudence (Burton, Somek) 2-3 s.h. 

Why does the law have authority? Can there be law without the threat of coercion? Is legal obligation 

merely the result of such a threat? In which respect is legal argument different from moral reasoning?  

 

These and other questions are central questions of jurisprudence. The class will explore them by looking at 

positions that have been adopted by legal positivist, natural law theory and sociological models of 

jurisprudence. The class will also have a certain comparative dimension in that some of the readings have 

their background in the civil law tradition.  

 

 

91:290 Juvenile Delinquency and the Juvenile Justice System (Gittler)  3 s.h. 

The focus of this course is juvenile criminal offenders, known as juvenile delinquents, and the juvenile 

justice system. The course also deals with juvenile status offenders, such as runaways and truants, and the 

juvenile justice system. The course surveys the law governing the investigation of juvenile crimes, juvenile 

court delinquency procedures and juvenile corrections and the role of attorneys in delinquency 

proceedings.  The standards and processes for deciding whether as suspected juvenile criminal offender 

will be tried as a juvenile in the juvenile court or as an adult in the adult criminal court is examined. A 

major emphasis of the course is the history and philosophy of the juvenile justice system, its widely 

perceived failure to achieve its aims, legislative and judicial attempts to reform it and its future.  

 

 

91:292 Labor Law  (Linder)  3-4 s.h. 

The regulation of labor relations in the private sector by national labor law.  Considers the law relating to 

unionized employees and firms; the right of employees to organize into unions; the limits of concerted 

activities by employees; the scope and process of collective bargaining; the enforcement of the collective 

bargaining agreement; rights of the individual employee within a collective unit and within a labor 

organization.  Stress is placed upon the role of the lawyer in dealing with various judicial, administrative, 

and arbitral tribunals involved in enforcing labor law in the private sector and with the complex 

interrelationships between policy, statute, judicial, and administrative decision.  This course is not intended 

to require Employment Relations Law as a prerequisite. 

 

 

91:300 Land Use Control (VanderVelde) 2-3 s.h. 

This course investigates zoning, comprehensive planning, provision of services and subdivision 

development ordinances as well as the role that they play in construction of local community.  The 

mechanics of various procedural devices will be considered, including procedures for changing zoning 

restrictions through variances, rezonings, contract and conditional zonings, initiative and referendum 

process, and agreements entered into by cities and developers pursuant to platting processes.  Coordination 

of control efforts will be examined critically. Theory and doctrinal investigations are contrasted with actual 

problems and results. 
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The first basic concepts introduced in the Property II course (that is, nuisance, eminent domain, and 

takings law) are considered here in much greater depth. In addition, the course will examine issues of 

residential segregation through zoning ordinances: segregation of apartment dwellers from single family 

residences, segregation of group homes, and segregation of residents by government imposed or privately 

imposed age restrictions; issues of commercial and industrial use limitations and the surfacing issues of 

antitrust violations and the contemporary issue of the free-speech implications of sign restrictions. 

 

To accomplish this course's goals of both theory and practice, the course will take as a text a reader on the 

theory of property and land use controls.  Students will be required to submit 8 short 3-page papers on the 

readings, roughly one every other week.  This course also offers a practical segment on bringing a request 

for >variance before a zoning board of adjustment. One evening session will be devoted to a zoning board 

of adjustment session.   

 

Students can opt to have their short papers and oral participation taken for their grade in lieu of an exam. 

 

Prerequisite: Property II. 

 

 

91:297 Law and Accounting (Collins) 2-3 s.h. 

Accounting is often referred to as the "language" of business.  This course attempts to familiarize students 

with the vocabulary of this language, to acquaint them with the underlying assumptions and principles of 

accounting, and to develop their capacity to use accounting information as an analytical tool.  Several short 

written assignments will be required. 

 

Not open to students who have had more than an introductory course in accounting.  (This course is 

recommended for those students who are enrolling in 91:272 Basic Federal Income Tax class but who have 

no business background.) 

 

 

91:309 Law and Economics (Staff) 3 s.h. 

This course provides a one-semester introduction to the field of Law and Economics, including both its 

more traditional form and the newer ways of using economic and other social science tools to study and 

perhaps solve  legal problems. Many of the topics covered will be those in the first year curriculum, though 

others, including corporate law, insurance, family law, and various regulatory topics, may also be 

discussed.  The questions to be addressed are both positive (How do legal rules affect behavior?) and 

normative (Do legal rules enhance social welfare?).  The impact of legal rules on resource allocation, risk-

bearing, and the distribution of economic well-being are examined, as is the process by which legal rules 

are created. Both the relevant legal material and the necessary economic theory are developed over the 

course of the class. No formal mathematics is used.  Students should have taken microeconomics, though 

consent of the instructor can be obtained in special cases. 

 

91:307  Law in the Muslim World  (Wing) 2-3 s.h. 

This course will be an introduction to selected international and comparative law issues relating to the 

various countries in the Muslim world. The legal cultures, institutions, rules, actors, and processes of a 

number of jurisdictions will be explored, including but not limited to Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, 

Algeria, Nigeria, Palestine, and Pakistan. Topics will include:  Islamic "sharia" law as practiced in a range 

of both Sunni and Shiite countries; the role of church vs. state and fundamentalism vs. secularism as 

manifested in the legal system; the tension between communitarianism vs. individualism in modern 

constitutionalism; intertwining of customary and religious legal practices; first, second, and third 

generations of human rights; and international law on such issues as terrorism and self-determination. 
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Another major topic will be women's rights, including a discussion of polygamy, divorce, child custody 

and inheritance.  

 

It will be a course open to juniors, seniors, and grad students, as well as law students. Course evaluation 

will include class participation, and a final exam that will consist of the student's responses to a simulation 

involving a topical legal problem in the Muslim world. Writing unit will be available to law students 

desiring to do research papers. 

 

 

91:306 The Law of Electronic Media (Johnson) 2-3 s.h. 

One-half our GNP and work force are involved in the "information sector" of our economy (as 

distinguished from agriculture or manufacturing).  Like the essay exam question, "describe the universe 

and give two examples," the Law of Electronic Media class could cover almost any aspect of future life 

and law in the Information Age.  Given the three semester hour limit, it emphasizes an understanding of 

the foundations on which lawyers, judges and legislators struggle to build law and public policy for the 

new age and technologies: principles evolved for the radio, television, and cable TV industries, some 

"journalism law" (e.g., defamation, privacy, First Amendment), and some reference to telephone and 

Internet issues (the latter, however, the primary focus of the "Cyberspace Law Seminar").  There are no 

formal prerequisites nor program of specialization, and non-law students often enroll. 

 

 

91:460 Law Study Abroad at Bucerius (Reitz) arr.  

The College of Law is part of an exchange program with the Bucerius Law School in Hamburg, Germany.  

Each fall two students from Iowa have the opportunity to earn up to 15 credits, choosing from a variety of 

one- or two-credit courses taught in English.  The courses emphasize the international aspects of law and 

interdisciplinary approaches to those subjects. 

 

 

91:267 Legal Externship (Staff) arr.  

Under certain circumstances, students may arrange to receive academic credit for unpaid externships with 

nonprofit organizations and government agencies.  Such externships usually occur during the summer and 

are, except under unusual circumstances, limited to six semester hours of credit. 

 

 

91:314 Legal Skills in Spanish: a Linguistic Skills Course (Staff)  2-3 s.h. 

A class in the legal use of the Spanish language for law students who believe that they will use Spanish on 

a frequent basis in the practice of law, either currently in the course of clinical practice, or once they enter 

the practice of law upon graduation. As all classes will be taught exclusively in Spanish, students 

must have at least high intermediate language ability in Spanish to comprehend and participate. 

 

The class will be an exercise in "communicative language learning", an approach which has the best 

recognized success in producing learners who can actually speak a second language, as well as a basic 

legal skills course. The theory of this combination, which is recognized through abundant pedagogical 

research in LSP (Language for Special Purposes) both here and abroad, is that a second language is 

frequently best learned in conjunction with the practical necessity to speak in a work environment. 

 

Language learning will center upon the following essential legal skills: (1) introducing the lawyer and the 

lawyers role and function to the client; (2) interviewing the client and witnesses; (3) negotiating and 

making the use of professional neutrals understandable to the client; (4) advising the client, orally and in 

writing. 
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Once in every four class sessions, the class will meet only once for a single session of up to three hours in 

which the students will conduct role-play as attorneys with the assistance of paid native-speakers who also 

teach Spanish at UI, who will take the parts of witnesses, clients or opposition, as needed to exercise the 

skills learned. Students will receive a rating after each monthly assessment based generally on the rating 

scales promulgated by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL Guidelines). 

 

 

660:824 London Law Consortium (Acton) arr.  

This study abroad program meets each spring semester in London.  The London Law Consortium 

comprises students from seven U.S. law schools University of Iowa College of Law (program 

administrator), the University of Georgia, Indiana University at Bloomington, University of Kansas, 

University of Missouri-Columbia, University of Utah, and Chicago-Kent.  Professor Pat Acton of the 

University of Iowa College of Law is the on-site director.  Students are taught by Consortium faculty 

members resident in London, as well as instructors from British law schools.  Course offerings include the 

British Legal Externship program.  Program information and application forms are available from the 

Registrar and are due by the first week of September for study during the spring semester. 

 

 

91:341 Managing National Security (Baker)  1-3 s.h. 

This course is designed to introduce students to the substance, process, and practice of national security 

law.  In an age of terrorism, what must every national security lawyer know on the first day of work?  What 

should every lawyer and citizen know?  How should we structure government to provide for our physical 

security and at the same time honor our principles of constitutional democracy and liberty? 

 

In addressing these questions, students will be asked to consider the meaning of national security and the 

legal and policy implications flowing from its invocation.  We will then consider the constitutional 

structure of separate and shared powers over national security and the process of decision-making in each 

branch government, drawing from specific lessons learned during the past twenty years.  We will then 

consider the national tools available to the decision-maker and the domestic and international legal 

framework applicable to each, e.g., the use of force, intelligence, law enforcement, diplomacy, information 

projection and control, public health, and economic instruments. 

 

The course culminates in a series of tabletop exercises with students playing the role of National Security 

Council Principals addressing real world security problems (a national security moot court).  The exercises 

are intended to test each studentôs knowledge of the law, but as importantly, to offer insight into the 

pressures incumbent on national security lawyers and policymakers as well as an opportunity to practice 

modulating ones own legal voice in a manner relevant to the forum presented. 

 

Requirements: (1) A Principals Committee Briefing Paper; (2) Participation as a national level decision-

maker in a class scenario; and, (3) a memorandum to the President.   There are no prerequisites for this 

course. 

 

 

91:315 Mediation:  Theory and Practice (Gittler)  3 s.h. 

This course offers a comprehensive introduction to mediation as a process for resolving disputes.  It will 

provide a conceptual framework within which to compare the essential characteristics of mediation with 

litigation as well as other alternative dispute resolution processes that are increasingly gaining acceptance 

in the context of the alternative dispute resolution movement.  The stages of the mediation process, the 

confidentiality of the process, and the enforceability of the mediated agreement and ethical problems, 




