The University of Iowa College of Law will be sponsoring a three (3) hour continuing legal education program entitled “Eyewitness Identification Evidence:  Science and Policy,” on Friday, March 31, 2006.  This presentation will be from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m., in Room 295 (Levitt Auditorium) of the Boyd Law Building.  [There is no fee for this program.]

Presenter:  Professor Gary L. Wells (Ph.D.), Professor of Psychology at Iowa State University, is an internationally recognized scholar in scientific psychology.  
This presentation focuses on eyewitness memory with particular emphasis on eyewitnesses' attempts to identify perpetrators from lineups. Post-conviction DNA exoneration cases reveal that mistaken eyewitness identification was involved in approximately 75% of these convictions of innocent people. A brief overview of how memory works is followed by an analysis of one of the main process by which mistaken identifications occur. Scientific methods for studying the reliability of eyewitness identification are described. Some of the causes of mistaken identification are beyond the control of the justice system, but some of the causes are the result of features of the justice system that can be controlled. Procedures that police use to conduct lineups can especially inflate the chances of mistaken identification and can lead eyewitnesses to be highly certain in their identification decisions even when the identifications are mistaken.  Successful reforms have taken hold in some jurisdictions and these reforms will be reviewed along with the process that gave rise to these reforms. The problem with using traditional Braithwaite-like criteria for evaluating the reliability of eyewitness identifications will also be outlined. 
[CLE credit has been applied for.]

