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ACADEMIC PROGRAM

CURRICULUM INFORMATION http://www.law.uiowa.edu/academics/curric-over.php

First-year Program
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/academics/firstyear.php

Upper Class program
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/academics/second-third-year-curric.php

Summer Session: The summer session consists of two five-and-one-half-week periods
during which five to seven upper-class courses normally offered. All students may attend
either or both periods.

LLM Program
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/prospective/llm-main.php

First-Year Legal Analysis, Writing, & Research Guidelines
[Approved by the faculty on May 11, 2006]

Overview of the Program

The Legal Analysis, Writing and Research Program (“LAWR?”) at the College of Law is
a two-semester first-year course, two credits each semester, designed to equip
students with effective skills in legal analysis, writing and research.

Analysis — The program develops the students’ skills at legal analysis throughout the year
in connection with every assignment. Analytical skills include the spotting of
legal issues in a fact pattern, the identification of legally relevant facts, the
synthesis of legal rules, principles, policies and purposes found in the legal
materials (e.g., precedents and statutes), and the understanding and formation of
legal arguments of different kinds. (All courses in the law college are involved in
teaching legal analysis.)

Written & Oral Communication — The program also develops the students’ skills at legal
writing and oral advocacy. Legal writing centers on the effective communication
of the legal analysis of a practical problem, whether the purpose is to predict what
a court or other decision-maker will do, to persuade someone to agree with one’s
conclusions, or to decide a case and explain one’s decision. Oral advocacy skills
center on using legal analysis to persuade someone, such as a judge, to reach a
particular conclusion.

Research — Legal research supports legal analysis primarily by identifying the legal
materials, especially legal authorities that form the basis of effective legal
arguments and legal conclusions.



Program Goals
Students are expected to achieve the following objectives during the first-year LAWR

course:
acquire the fundamentals of legal reasoning and analysis, including case analysis,
fact analysis, application of law to facts, case synthesis, and analogizing and
distinguishing cases;

learn how to identify a legal problem and resolve it, as well as how to determine
which facts in a fact pattern are legally significant;

learn how to generate arguments and counter-arguments;

develop and employ basic research skills within a limited universe of research
tools in order to locate cases and statutes from citations, to find cases on a given
subject, to determine the present status of a case, and to exercise judgment in
selecting the most appropriate cases from a larger pool of cases (first semester);
develop and employ a full range of research skills through assignments that place
no limitations on the type of research necessary for their completion (second
semester);

develop the ability to write legal documents, including objective memoranda and
persuasive briefs, that are clear, concise, analytically sound, and well organized,;
become familiar with how to cite properly legal authorities, and learn the
appropriate style, tone, and diction for legal writing depending on one’s audience;
write an appellate brief;

learn argumentative and persuasive legal writing; and

craft and present a persuasive oral argument.

Required Writing in LAWR Courses

1. Writing Assignments —

A. Fall — In the Fall LAWR course, student writing assignments shall total
between 28 to 33 pages (including the rewrites), and shall include the following
assignments:

(1) an objective writing on a factual problem requiring close legal analysis
that requires students to locate cases in the library using known citations;

(2) an objective writing on a factual problem requiring close legal analysis
that requires students to identify appropriate cases from a “closed
universe” of cases;

(3) two rewrites; and

(4) Other writing assignments in the form of short exercises to hone
student writing at the sentence level and to introduce students to various
documents. Examples of these types of assignments include plain-
language revision of judicial opinions, case holdings, case briefs, case
syntheses, draft contracts, and client letters.
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B. Spring — In the Spring LAWR course, student writing assignments shall total
between 30 and 40 pages (including the rewrites), and shall include the following
assignments:

(1) two writings on a factual problem requiring close legal analysis, one of
which must be a persuasive writing; and

(2) two rewrites.

All assigned writings in the spring semester shall require the students to engage in
independent research. At least one assignment shall involve more than one legal
issue, and at least one assignment shall include close textual analysis of a statute
or regulation. One of the writings shall be in the form of an appellate brief that
forms the basis of the required appellate oral argument (described in section 1V,
below).

C. Additional Rewrites — LAWR faculty members are strongly encouraged to
identify those students who have writing difficulties and to work with them
individually to address those concerns. To that end, LAWR faculty may require
individual students to do additional rewrites which shall not count in the total
page requirements stated in sections I11.1.A. and 111.1.B.

2. Feedback and Grades

A. Feedback — Regular feedback is essential to help students become effective
legal writers. Thus, with regard to writing assignments other than those described
in section 111.A.4, LAWR faculty shall provide individual feedback for each
student on each writing assignment. This individualized feedback may be
delivered in a variety of formats, including written comments, conferences, and
recorded audio comments. With regard to writing assignments described in
section I11.A.4, the manner and mode of feedback shall be in the LAWR faculty’s
discretion. The feedback shall be designed to let the student know whether and
how his or her performance met or did not meet the pedagogical objectives of the
exercise. In addition, LAWR faculty shall hold individual conferences with each
student at least once during each semester and as needed beyond that.

B. Grades — The median grade in the LAWR course shall be between 3.2 and 3.4,
with the following mandatory distribution:

3.6-4.3 A+/A/A-15-35%

3.3-3.5 B+ 20-30%

3.0-3.2 B 20-30%

2.9 and below B-/C+/C/D/F 15-359



The Dean of the College of Law may approve deviations from the curve based upon a
showing of good cause.

Required Appellate Oral Argument in the Spring LAWR Course
In the Spring LAWR course, each student shall make an oral presentation in the
form of an appellate oral argument. The oral argument may be made during a
regularly or specially scheduled time period, and it may be graded or not at the
discretion of the LAWR faculty.

In-class Instruction

LAWR classes meet for up to two hours each week. LAWR faculty shall use in-
class time to help students develop their analytical, writing and research skills by
means of selected readings, exercises, and writing workshops. Course readings
and writing exercises may come from required textbooks, selected by the LAWR
faculty, or from material assembled by the LAWR faculty. The library staff shall
join LAWR faculty in designing and implementing in-class research modules to
give students experience in the use of both print and electronic research materials.

Guidelines for Small-Section Faculty
1. Fall — In the Fall small-section faculty are responsible for the following assignments:

(1) A practice essay examination question with individualized written or oral feedback
and

(2) An oral exercise that requires students to explain legal concepts in “plain English”
(e.g., in a simulated client-counseling session).

Both of these assignments shall be evaluated on a pass/fail basis by the small-section
faculty members.

2. Spring — In the Spring small-section courses, faculty are responsible for designing and
conducting an oral exercise that is aimed at developing skills in one or more of
the following areas: (a) factual investigation; (b) counseling; (c) negotiation; (d)
oral advocacy; or (e) other fundamental lawyering skills. The small-section
faculty members shall evaluate the oral exercise on a pass/fail basis.

3. Organizational meeting — Early in each semester (or in advance of the semester if
feasible), the Program Coordinator shall call a meeting of all faculty teaching
small-section courses, inviting others involved in the first curriculum as
appropriate, for the purpose of sharing their several plans for carrying out their
responsibilities under these Guidelines.

4. Workload — Small-section faculty should assume that the burden of writing in the
LAWR courses will preclude long or frequent or time-consuming writing
assignments in the small-section courses. Small-section faculty shall have the
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responsibility to schedule any writing assignments and practice examinations, so
that they do not conflict with writing assignments in the LAWR courses.

General

1. Coordination — Prior to the beginning of the semester, and as necessary throughout the
semester, LAWR faculty shall coordinate with each other and with the Program
Coordinator with regard to the design of research and writing assignments.
LAWR faculty also coordinate with members of the library staff to arrange
instruction for students in legal research. Finally, LAWR faculty may find it
useful to consult with small-section faculty in designing writing assignments.

2. Parity — While each LAWR faculty member has considerable flexibility in designing
specific writing assignments for students in his or her course, it is necessary to
ensure that there is general uniformity from one LAWR course to the next, both in
terms of what we expect students to learn and the demands made on their time.
Toward this end, LAWR faculty shall structure the substantive content of their
courses so as to accomplish the goals listed above in section Il and satisfy the
required writing assignments outlined above in section I11.

3. Scheduling of Writing Assignments — Writing assignments shall be scheduled so that
students submit the last paper at least two weeks before the last day of classes for
the semester. Papers shall be returned to students within three weeks of being
handed in to the faculty member.

4. Texts — Each LAWR faculty member shall decide what text or texts he or she wishes
to use in the course. However, to the extent possible, LAWR faculty are
encouraged to use the same text or texts where it makes sense to do so.

5. Notice — At the beginning of the semester, each LAWR faculty member shall provide
his or her students with a statement in writing referring to the First-Year Legal
Analysis, Writing, & Research Guidelines in the Student Handbook and
describing the schedule of student assignments, the basis of the final grade in the
course, and whether writing assignments shall be graded anonymously.

6. Exceptions — For good cause, the Program Coordinator may approve exceptions to
these Guidelines.

Guide to Courses(PDF)

http://www.law.uiowa.edu/documents/courses.pdf

Please note: the College of Law Guide to Courses contains a list of courses that have
been offered within the past two academic years. It also lists courses the college expects
to offer during the next academic year.




Required Law School Courses

Required law school courses include: all first year courses; Constitutional Law II;
and a course emphasizing professional ethics.

Elective Courses

The law school policy relating to the sequencing and scheduling of upper-class
electives should be consulted before choosing among elective courses. The
purpose of this statement is to clarify the Law School’s policy in this regard and
provide information to help plan course schedules throughout second and third
years.

From every course offered at the lowa Law School -- and, indeed, at other law
schools -- a student should gain knowledge of the substantive materials of the
course and, at least as important, an understanding of the problem-solving
methodology and approach of the person teaching the course. Most students find
their educational objectives best served by an exposure to a variety of styles of
analysis and to different approaches. For example, while all courses explore the
policy considerations involved, classes vary widely in policy emphasis and
analysis. Similarly, some courses offer greater opportunities than others to
develop writing skills, an important element of a good legal education. Still
another type of variation between the approaches taken in different courses
involves the balance of case-oriented and other materials. As most law school
courses are case-oriented, for the sake of balance, a deliberate effort should be
made to take some courses that place special emphasis on statutory materials and
analysis, on the procedures by which administrative agencies make and execute
decisions, and on the planning of legal transactions. Thus, subject matter is only
one of the major considerations in course selections, and perhaps not the most
important.

Co-requisites and pre-requisites

Chart A lists the courses which are prerequisites or co-requisites; or alternate
prerequisites to other upperclass courses. Chart B lists each course with its
prerequisites.

Chart A
Course Prerequisite for
A basic antitrust or macroeconomics course Antitrust: Legal and Economic Analysis
Federal Antitrust Policy
Appellate Advocacy | All Advanced Moot Court offerings
Basic Federal Income Taxation Business Planning

Federal Tax Practice and Procedures
Income Taxation of Estates and Trusts
Tax of Gratuitous Transfer

Taxation of Nonprofit Organizations
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Course

Prerequisite for

Taxation of Business Enterprise

Civil Procedure

Civil Procedure Pre-Trial Theory & Practice

Client Counseling |

Client Counseling Competition

Commercial Transactions

Bankruptcy

Constitutional Law 1

Education Law (Co-requisite)
Freedom of Speech Seminar
Journalism & Freedom of the Press

Contract & Sales

Sales of Goods

Corporations |

Advance Topics in Corporate Law
Business Planning

Corporate Finance

Corporate Governance and Control
Corporate Law Practicum

Federal Regulation of Health Care Industry
Securities Regulation

Taxation of Business Enterprise

Criminal Procedure: Investigation

Federal Criminal Practice

Debt Transactions

Bankruptcy

Environmental Law

Citizen Enforcement of Environmental Laws

Evidence Stephenson Trial Advocacy
Trial Advocacy
Trial Advocacy Board
Family Law Advanced Family Law
Family Law in the World Community
Law, Politics & the Family
Health Law Medical Seminar for Law Students

Intellectual Property (one course in this area)

Advanced Topics in Intellectual Property Law
International Intellectual Property Law

International Business Transactions

Advanced Problems in International Business and
Economic Relations

International Economic Relations

Advanced Problems in International Business and
Economic Relations

International Human Rights Law

International Human Rights & Child Labor

International Public Law

Family Law in the World Community
International Human Rights & Child Labor

Introduction to Intellectual Property

Recommended:

Patent Law

Trademark and Unfair Competition Law
Copyrights

International Intellectual Property Law
Any intellectual property seminar

Nonprofit Organizational Effectiveness |
(recommended)

Nonprofit Organizational Effectiveness Il

Patent Law

Patenting Prosecution
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Course

Prerequisite for

Property

Property Il

Trial Advocacy

Deposition Practice

Federal Criminal Practice
Stephenson Trial Advocacy
Trial Advocacy Board

Trusts & Estates

Income Taxation of Estates & Trusts
Taxation of Gratuitous Transfers

Chart B

Course

Prerequisite

Advanced Problems in International Business and
Economic Relations

International Business Transactions OR
International Economic Relations

Advanced Topics in Intellectual Property Law

At least one intellectual property course

Advanced Topics in Corporate Law

One law school or business school class in
Corporate Law

Antitrust: Legal & Economic Analysis

A basic antitrust or macroeconomics course

Bankruptcy

Debt Transactions or Commercial Transaction

Baskerville Moot Court

Appellate Advocacy |

Business Planning

Corporations & Basic Federal Income Taxation

Chicago Moot Court Team

Appellate Advocacy | & Baskerville Moot Court

Citizen Enforcement of Environmental Laws

Environmental Law

Civil procedure Pre-trial Theory & Practice

Civil Procedure

Client Counseling Competition

Client Counseling |

Copyrights

(Recommended): Introduction to Intellectual
Property Law

Corporate Finance

Corporations |

Corporate Governance and Control

(Recommended): Corporations |

Corporate Law Practicum

Corporations |

Education Law

(Co-requisite): Constitutional Law I

Family Law in the World Community

Family Law or International Law

Federal Antitrust Policy

One law school or business school antitrust class

Federal Criminal Practice

Criminal Procedure: Investigation
(Recommended): Trial Advocacy

Federal Regulation of Health Care Industry

Corporations | or its equivalent

Federal Tax Practice and Procedures

Basic Federal Income Taxation

Freedom of Speech Seminar

Constitutional Law 1l
(Or Co-requisite with special permission)

Income Taxation of Estates and Trusts

Basic Federal Income Taxation
(Recommended): Trusts and Estates

International Human Rights & Child Labor

(Recommended) past exposure to International Law
and International Human Rights Law

International Intellectual Property Law

(Recommended): Introduction to Intellectual
Property Law
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Course

Prerequisite

Jessup Moot Court Competition

Appellate Advocacy |

Journalism & Freedom of the Press

(Co-requisite): Constitutional Law Il

Law, Politics & the Family

(Recommended): Family Law

Medical Seminar for Law Students

Health Law (or the equivalent)

Moot Court Board

Appellate Advocacy | & Any Spring Appellate
Advocacy program

National Moot Court Competition

Appellate Advocacy | & Van Oosterhout

Nonprofit Organizational Effectiveness Il

Nonprofit Organizational Effectiveness I
(recommended)

Patent Law

(Recommended): Introduction to Intellectual
Property Law

Patenting Prosecution

Patent Law

Property 11

Property

Securities Regulation

Corporations |

Stephenson Trial Advocacy

(Recommended): Trial Advocacy and Evidence

Taxation of Business Enterprise

Basic Federal Income Taxation and
(Recommended): Corporations |

Taxation of Gratuitous Transfers

Basic Federal Income Taxation & Trusts and
Estates

Trademark and Unfair Competition Law

(Recommended): Introduction to Intellectual
Property Law

Trial Advocacy

Evidence

Trial Advocacy Board

Trial Advocacy & Evidence

Van Oosterhout Memorial Competition

Appellate Advocacy |

Focused Study

While it is difficult to specialize during the three years in law school, students
with a particular interest in a general subject matter area often can pursue that
interest in selecting course work and independent research projects.

In selecting courses, students are advised to obtain a well-rounded exposure to
law subjects. For example, such courses as Basic Federal Income Tax, Evidence,
and Corporations - which are basic subjects to students intending to specialize in
tax, litigation, or corporate law - are also important to the total education of other
students who have no interest in such specialties. An awareness of the
fundamental rules in one or more of these areas is necessary to planning and
implementing almost any transaction in which a lawyer will be involved.
Moreover, experience shows that specialization decisions made early in law
school are commonly reversed later; obtaining an understanding of a broad range
of subjects is essential in making sound career choices.




For examples of two areas of focused study available to students at lowa:

Innovation Business and Law (PDF)
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/documents/uiowa iblaw brochure fall05.pdf

International and Comparative Law Program
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/academics/iclp/index.php

Also, see the following document for examples of courses offered in other subject areas:

Curriculum by Subject Area (PDF)
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/documents/Subject%20Areas%20-%20Student%20List%20re

v.pdf

Legal Clinic
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/academics/legal-clinic/index.php

Other Unique Opportunities for Courses of Study:

Independent Research: After securing an authorization by a faculty
member who agrees to supervise a project, a student may sign up for one to three
academic credit hours of Independent Research. When independent research
involves a paper, the work must include research and the submission of at least
one draft to the faculty member for comments. A second draft is generally
required and additional drafts may be required by the faculty member. Students
may be awarded additional credits for longer papers. In general, for each
academic credit, there must be 20 pages of double-spaced text, exclusive of
footnotes. However, exceptions may be made when projects involve substantial
empirical work. No student may register for more than three credit hours for any
single research project. Students may apply no more than six credit hours of
independent research toward their J.D. degree, and may take no more than four of
those credit hours with the same faculty member. The four-credit-hour limitation
may be waived by the Dean or the Dean’s delegate for good cause shown.

Supplementary Writing: Supplementary Writing involves a faculty
member's supervision of one or more students in connection with a substantive
course taught by the faculty member and for which the student has registered.
Although the writing project builds on or proceeds from the materials covered in
the related substantive course, the Supplementary Writing entails work going
beyond the content of the substantive course. At the faculty member's discretion,
the following Supplementary Writing may be available in the same semester as
the substantive course or in the semester. A Supplementary Writing project is
graded separately from the course to which it is related. Registration materials for
Supplementary Writing typically include the following information: (a) the names
of faculty members offering the course and, for each listed Faculty Member, (b)
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the name of the related substantive course, (c) the number of writing credits
available; (d) reasonable details specified for structuring the writing.

Directed Research and Writing: Directed Research & Writing involves a
faculty member's supervision of an individual student's research and writing
project unrelated to any substantive course; it is somewhat like Independent
Research, but it differs in various respects as noted in the following description.
Each Faculty Member who proposes to teach Directed Research & Writing lists
the general subject area and/or specific topics s/he will supervise. The faculty
member may specify other details about the way the writing supervision is to be
structured (such as topic selection, submission dates, required outlines,
preliminary submissions). Subject to a system of preferences comparable to those
that apply to seminars, students register for the course without any need to obtain
special permission from the faculty member offering the course. Registration
materials for Directed Research & Writing typically include the following
information: (a) the names of faculty members offering the course and, for each
listed Faculty Member, (b) the subject matter (which can be a general category or
more detailed topics, in the faculty member's discretion); (c) the number of
writing credits available; (d) reasonable details specified for structuring the
writing.

Writing Tutorial: Writing Tutorial is a hybrid arrangement combining
features of Independent Tutorials and Directed Research & Writing. Like
Directed Research & Writing, a faculty member offering writing credits for a
Writing Tutorial lists the subject matter or topical area of study. Like an
Independent Tutorial, it offers the writing supervision in a group setting (and, in
contrast to an Independent Tutorial, writing credits will be available). The faculty
member specifies the subject and the general approach for group meetings and the
interaction of the group members in connection with their writing project. The
faculty member may arrange the Writing Tutorial so that the group members are
working on separate parts of a single project or separate but related projects.
Enrollment in Writing Tutorials is limited by the number of writing credits the
faculty member is offering. Students receive the same number of academic
credits as they receive writing units for work in a Writing Tutorial. Registration
materials for a Writing Tutorial typically include the following information: (a)
the names of faculty members offering the course and, for each listed Faculty
Member, (b) the subject matter (which could be a general category or more
detailed topics, in the faculty member's discretion); (c) the number of writing
credits available; (d) reasonable details specified for structuring the writing and
the group process of the tutorial.

Seminars: Seminars, except where noted to the contrary in the individual
descriptions, are available for up to 4 credit hours (including two writing units).
Formats for seminars vary widely, and students are urged to check the course
descriptions or to consult with the instructor for clarification before registration,
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where possible. (You can choose to do 3 writing units with instructor approval.)

Historically, seminars run for two semesters, with student earning two
credit hours for the class portion (usually in the fall) which is the substantial
equivalent of the workload associated with a two-credit course. In the spring
semester, students in the traditional seminar write their papers, which carry
equivalent academic credit hours.

Over the past few years, instructors have offered innovative seminars
which do not follow the usual fall/class and spring/writing format. The students
in a seminar may be convened as if they were a legislative drafting committee or
otherwise may be required to complete substantial research, drafting, and writing
work over the entire year. The number of credit hours to be earned may be
flexible or determined by the class as a whole. Seminars adopting this format
may have required attendance and no-drop policies. Students are strongly
encouraged to learn what is to be expected of them before registering for these
seminars.

For additional information regarding seminars, see Registering for Classes
(infra page 17).

In selecting topics for either independent research or the seminars listed,
be advised that papers produced may be eligible for entry in one of the several
competitions sponsored by various groups. Cash prizes are frequently available.
Announcements of such competitions are posted on the bulletin boards outside the
Writing Center in Room 480 and available online at
http://www.law.uiowa.edu/students/writing-center.php.

Tutorial: A student may sign up for one to three academic credits for work
undertaken as a tutorial, after securing an authorization of a faculty member who
agrees to supervise a project. Tutorials may involve different types of
pedagogical techniques, such as discussion sessions, assignments of problems, or
short papers. In all tutorials, the student and faculty member must meet for at
least 5 hours for each hour of academic credit that is awarded. No writing credit
will be awarded for tutorials. Forms, available from the registrar, must be used
for confirming the arrangement with a faculty member and for registering for the
tutorial.

B. REQUIREMENTS OF STUDENTS

Graduation Requirements

To be eligible for a J.D. degree, a student must:

Receive course credit for eighty four (84)! semester hours; (no more than six of

Effective for the class beginning in the summer of 2007 Ninety (90) semester hours are required for all
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which may be earned by participation in co-curricular or non-law school
activities®);

2. Take and complete all required courses;

3. Satisfy the writing requirements;

4. Complete the course of study required for the degree in no fewer than 27 months
and no more than 84 months after the student has commenced law study at the law
school or at a law school from which transfer credit has been accepted; and

5. Achieve a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.1

Receiving Course Credit

Receiving credit in a course is dependent upon the successful completion of a final

examination or all assigned work, or both. In order for a student to take the final

examination, all requirements established by the instructor as to class attendance, written

work, special readings, oral reports etc., must be satisfied.

Course Requirements
Required law school courses include:

1. All first year courses;
2. Constitutional Law Il; and
3. A course emphasizing professional ethics.

Entering first-year students are expected to take all first-year courses and not register for
different courses or fewer hours without permission of the Dean of Students.

Writing Requirements

General Requirement

Each law student, in the second or third years of study, must complete four writing units
pursuant to writing program described in sections 2 and 3 in the appendix, with
the following limitations:

students who began their studies before the summer of 2007.

Limitation applies to students who began study at the Law College on May 18, 1998 through Fall 2006. A
student may apply up to seven academic credits earned through participation in co-curricular activities, but
then is limited to earning no more than five credits through non-law classes.
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(1)  two of the four units must be earned in courses (including seminars,
externships, and clinic) or through independent research where
there is direct and on-going faculty supervision. Journal papers
which are read by faculty as part of the journal’s policy and briefs
read by faculty for various moot court programs will not qualify as
faculty supervised writing under this rule;®

(2)  no more than two of the four units shall be awarded for legal
drafting.

Please see the Complete Requirements available in the appendix (infra
page 42).

Special Rule Concerning Written Work Submitted for More than One Purpose
Where writing or academic credit is sought for research or other work on a legal
problem on which the stude